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Could San Francisco Open a Public Bank? 


By Ida Mojadad 


In the midst of the Occupy 
movement's righteous anger toward big 
banks and their role in the Great Reces- 
sion, activists floated an idea: What if 
state-owned banks managed public funds, 
like San Francisco’s $11 billion annual 
budget, themselves? 

Advocates say public money could 
be invested in affordable housing, clean 
energy, and small businesses. Cities 
could fund student loans at affordable 
rates, instead of immigrant detention 
centers, oil pipelines, and other insti- 
tutions San Franciscans inherently 
oppose. A public bank has practical 
applications too, like saving millions of 
taxpayer dollars in fees spent on finan- 
cial services. 

A public bank is defined as a finan- 
cial institution owned by a state, city, 
or county. Unlike big banks with chains 
nationwide, they aren’t motivated to 
maximize profits, all of which go back 
to the jurisdiction that runs it. To open, 
it would still need insurance, a bank 
charter granted by the government, 
access to the Federal Reserve, about 10 
percent of its assets saved, and enough 
money to cover start-up costs. 

Upcoming projects that need bonds, 
such as fortifying the seawall, could be 
issued through the bank instead of a 
major bank with millions of dollars in 
fees. San Francisco could save a stag- 
gering $68 million each year just on 
debt obligations, according to a 2016 
study titled “Municipal Banking: An 
Overview.” 

In 2011, at the height of Occupy, the 
city published a report at the request of 
then-Supervisor John Avalos, who add- 
ed it to his mayoral platform — but the 
lack of support from Board colleagues 
meant it stayed a pipe dream. A decade 
after the 2008 mortgage crisis, the po- 
litical will necessary to carry it through 
has finally arrived. 

“You have to have inside people who 
have to be for it,” Avalos says. “It can’t 
just be from the outside.” 

Timing has lined up for San Fran- 
cisco to have both. Supervisor Malia 
Cohen — another political candidate, 
this time for the tax revenue distribu- 
tor State Board of Equalization — in 
2017 established a Municipal Bank 
Task Force that Avalos sits on. Fellow 
Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer has also 
advanced the idea in City Hall. 

Along the way, the activist-run SF 
Public Bank Coalition has offered its 
own vision of principles and potential 
lines of business for the task force to 
adopt. Investing in infrastructure and 


6 © THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2018 


os #® 


\\s 
Xx 


underserved communities and steering 
clear of the fossil fuel industry and pris- 
ons are their guiding principles. 

Local politicians have endorsed 
the idea, too. The coalition got super- 
visorial candidates Tony Kelly, Matt 
Haney, Christine Johnson, and Nick 
Josefowitz on the record as supporting 
a public bank. 

As coalition member Jackie Fielder 
emphasizes, it also means transparen- 
cy and public accountability — which 
aren't synonymous with private, com- 
mercial banks. 

“T think at this point, we are ina 
faith crisis in government [and] a faith 
crisis in this economic system,” Fielder 
says. ‘A public bank is another way to 
reroute money in the way we want to 
see [it] spent.” 

Other cities and jurisdictions see 
this faith crisis. Massachusetts, Ver- 
mont, New Jersey, Oregon, and Santa 
Fe, N.M., produced feasibility studies, 
while movements exist in Oakland, 
Santa Rosa, Santa Barbara, Seattle, and 
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New York. Los Angeles officials have 
placed a measure on the November bal- 
lot to make a city-owned bank legal. 

The Bank of North Dakota, which 
opened in 1919 and holds all of that 
state’s funds, is the only operating 
public bank in the country. According 
to San Francisco’s 2017 policy analyst 
report, it withstood the 2008 financial 
crisis because it had a steady flow of 
credit for its member banks and com- 
mercial banks didn’t. 

Since San Francisco has different 
needs and values than North Dakota, 
there are a few paths it could go down. 
The city could simply invest more in 
credit unions and community develop- 
ment banks, or it could go all in with 
a city-operated bank that phases in 
approved financial services. 

It sounds like a great idea, but not 
everyone is on board. Jim Lazarus, 

a task force member and senior vice 
president of public policy for the San 
Francisco Chamber of Commerce, has 
some reservations. He says there are 


too many unknown hurdles, doesn’t 
think it will be legal, and isn’t sure if 
the effort is worth it. 

“There’s no guarantee that somehow 
the city’s going to save money,’ Lazarus 
says. “There’s still some things that can 
be done that doesn’t put the public’s 
money at risk.” 

The City Attorney’s Office found 
that state law does not prevent cities 
from creating a bank as a separate legal 
entity. It would be allowed to extend 
credit while consumer services like 
checking accounts are not necessarily 
part of the vision so far. 

With a draft of recommendations 
coming in September, the San Fran- 
cisco Treasurer’s Office is mum on the 
details for now. The report will still 
be largely conceptual, says task force 
member Lauren Leimbach, who’s also 
the executive director of the Berkeley 
anti-poverty nonprofit Community 
Financial Resources. 

Then it will be up to the Board of 
Supervisors to review and act on, in- 
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cluding how to capitalize a bank that 
could manage the city’s $11 billion 
budget. A potential 2019 ballot mea- 
sure put forward by the Public Bank 
Coalition would give officials a starting 
point, although Fielder says it would 
be focused on setting a bank mission 
statement. 

This gives advocates time to educate 
the public and rally voters before the 
details are hammered out. Starting 
next month, the Public Bank Coalition 
will host information sessions to gath- 
er the public’s ideas — while making 
their case for dramatically changing the 
city’s finances. 

“It’s an incredibly stressful and dark 
time, but this is also the time for bold 
ideas — because we have nothing to 
lose,” Fielder says. “We realize that local 
politics and local policy is where the 
magic happens.” 


Ida Mojadad is a staff writer at SF Weekly. 
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Several S.F. corporations could pay tens of millions more in taxes if a bold November ballot proposal passes. 





By Joe Kukura 


San Francisco has managed to become 
one of the wealthiest cities in America, yet it still 
has some of the highest numbers of unhoused peo- 
ple living on its streets. While it’s not uncommon 
that more expensive cities have larger issues of 
homelessness, San Francisco voters will consider 
an uncommon solution this November — a tax 
hike that applies only to companies that generate 
more than $50 million in revenue that aims to 
raise an additional $300 million for homeless ser- 
vices. 

That would more than double San Francisco's 
current budget to address the homeless crisis. 
The measure, nicknamed “Our City, Our Home,” 
qualified for the ballot earlier this month with 
more than double the signatures it needed. Its 
technical name is the Homelessness Gross Tax 
Receipts Ordinance, and its goal is “to house at 
least 4,000 homeless people and expand shelter 
beds by 1,000 within five years, fund legal assis- 
tance and rent subsidies to keep San Franciscans 
housed, and fund intensive mental health and 
substance abuse services.” 

And the measure is polling well. A survey this 
month from David Binder Research found that 
66 percent of likely voters support the measure, 
with just 28 percent in opposition, and a mere 6 
percent undecided. 

“This is potentially a once-in-a-lifetime op- 
portunity to help people and help our city,” Glide 
Advocacy Program Manager Ben Lintschinger 


tells SF Weekly. “There’s probably going to bea 
lot of opposition from a few groups who think 
that the tax might not be fair to them. But we've 
structured that very well and very fairly and 
sought input. It’s much smaller than the Trump 
tax breaks.” 

It is true that the 2017 Trump tax cuts, heav- 
ily weighted toward multinational corporations, 
lowered the federal corporate tax rate from 35 
percent to 21 percent, a sweet 14 percent wind- 
fall for big companies. This homelessness tax in- 
crease is just a half of one percent, so at a glance 
it appears the Trump tax cut was 28 times larger 
than this proposed local tax hike. 

But that’s comparing apples and oranges. 

The corporate tax is calculated based on how 
much profit a company makes, whereas gross 
tax receipts assess total revenue collected and do 
not take costs or expenses into account. The two 
taxes are related, but not the exact same thing, 
and less profitable companies could face a more 
significant tax cost. 

That’s why the Our City, Our Home measure 
does not tax all of the affected businesses equal- 
ly. The proposal was crafted with input from 
businesses, and is tiered so that not every busi- 
ness type would pay the same one-half percent. 

Tech companies like Twitter, Uber, and Drop- 
box would pay the full half-percent, as would 
pharmaceutical company McKesson. Retailers 
like The Gap or Levi Strauss could pay a signifi- 
cantly lower .175 percent rate, while financial 
companies like Wells Fargo and Schwab could 
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pay a slightly higher .6 percent tax. 

We don’t know for sure which companies will 
pay what, because city tax filings are not public 
information. And their gross receipt totals will 
surely change if and when the law goes into ef- 
fect in 2019. But homeless service providers do 
see a connection between the booming profits of 
these companies and the increase in San Fran- 
cisco’s homelessness problem. 

“The kind of pressure produced by incredibly, 
staggeringly high rents, and also some of the 
other more subtle ways that displacement might 
act, creates more homelessness and makes 
it more difficult for people to find housing,” 
Lintschinger says. 

The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce did 
not return comment for this article, but has in- 
dicated they will oppose the measure. Even the 
notably philanthropic Salesforce, who could face 
a tax increase in the tens of millions, put out a 
cautious statement saying, “We are evaluating 
the potential ballot measure to carefully assess 
its merits in addressing this important issue.” 

Opposition to this measure may increase 
sharply once corporate accountants find they’re 
on the hook for an eight-figure tax hike. So even 
with the strong support it has now, November’s 
Our City, Our Home proposal should not be con- 
sidered home free. 


Joe Kukura is an SF Weekly contributor. 


feedback@sfweekly.com | ® @ExercisingDrunk 
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Hitting Close to Home 


Board and Cares 
Get a Boost 


In the past five years, S.F. has lost half 
its contracts with residential facilities 
that house people with physical and 
mental disabilities. 


By Nuala Sawyer 


Residential-care facilities — commonly 
known as “board and cares” — tend to get over- 
looked in San Francisco’s affordable-housing dis- 
cussion. Often sandwiched between old Victorians 
on residential streets, they’re easily mistaken for 
senior homes, which some of them are. But the fa- 
cilities, which range in size from a handful of beds 
to dozens, provide an important service: long- 
term housing and support for people who need on- 
going mental or physical care. 

San Francisco’s Department of Public Health 
has long seen the value in board and cares. Five 
years ago, the city held contracts with 70 of 
them, guiding people with unstable housing into 
the facilities. But a sharp drop in funds from 
the state and federal governments has halved 
that number; today, the city only works with 37. 
Fewer contracts mean fewer beds, and with our 
current housing crisis, that means more people 
suffering from dementia, mental illnesses, or 
physical disabilities living on our streets. 

And without those city contracts, privately 
owned board and cares have a hard time making 
ends meet, and a number have shuttered asa 
result. But on Monday, news broke that board 
and cares may get a little bit of a break. Mayor 
London Breed proposed amendments to the 
budget that would grant $1 million in operation- 
al support to board and care facilities. 

“San Francisco is expensive, and for many op- 
erators it has been hard to hang on,” says Health 
Director Barbara Garcia. “While DPH currently 
invests approximately $2.5 million per year to 
help make up the difference between the cost of 
services and the current level of funding, this 
additional investment is critical to bridging the 
remaining gap in San Francisco.” 

Two new supervisors — Rafael Mandel- 
man and Vallie Brown — flanked Breed as she 
discussed the funding at a press conference at 
Victorian Manor, a 90-bed facility in Western 
Addition. 

“We don’t spend enough time talking about 
prevention,’ Breed said. “When you think about 
the amount of money it takes, whether it’s 
wages for an employee, whether it’s an increase 
in what it costs to feed people, whether it’s 
additional services like physical therapy, social 
services ... the costs are going up. They can't 
take care of all the clients they have. A budget 
shortfall means they could go from 90 beds to 
80 beds. ... Where are we going to put 10 people 
that might be displaced because of the lack of 
funds? We have to make sure we keep every 
single bed.” 

It’s a noble cause, but it remains to be seen 
how much of a difference $1 million can make. 
Nevertheless, the budget amendment was ap- 
proved by the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday. 
A final vote is scheduled for next week. 
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Better Sober 
Living Through 
Pot? 


Trying to find meaningful sta- 
tistics within the substance-abuse treat- 
ment business is a fool’s errand. The 
private high-end facilities that pocket 
the bulk of the industry’s $35 billion in 
annual profits have no incentive to share 
statistics, while their resource-starved 
public counterparts have neither time 
nor money for such studies. 

For social worker Joe Schrank, the 
bottom line is that rehabs in their cur- 
rent form simply don’t work. 

“The success rate of trying to co- 
erce people into recovery is about 5 
percent,” he says. “There is no other 
area of health care that will rest ona 
5-percent success rate. We don’t do 
that with cancer. We don’t do that with 
diabetes. We don’t do that with any- 
thing else.” 

With 20 years of experience and 
a focus on chemical dependency, 


Schrank believes his duty is first and 
foremost to implement harm reduc- 
tion — a policy that leaves some highly 
controversial options on the table. This 
means patients at Remedy Recovery, 
Schrank’s newly opened facility in Chi- 
na Basin, are welcome to use cannabis 
as part of their detox and subsequent 
treatment. 

At Remedy Recovery, cannabis is 
first used during the detox process, 
because it doesn’t interact negatively 
with common medications like bu- 
prenorphine and naltrexone. 

“People who are addicted or physi- 
cally dependent on any substance fear 
detox,” Schrank explains. “It’s one of 
the things that trips them up in start- 
ing a process of change.” 

By incorporating cannabis, Remedy 
Recovery provides a safe way for pa- 
tients enduring a detox to potentially 
sleep better, alleviate 
pain, and reduce nau- 
sea. Once the detox 
stage is complete, doc- 
tors work with patients 
to refine how cannabis 
will be used as part of a 
recovery plan. Through- 
out the process, canna- 
bis is simply presented | 
as one available medical | 
option — nothing more, 
nothing less. 


San Francisco's Premier Recreational 
and Medical Cannabis Dispensary 
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Naturally, members of the main- 
stream rehabilitation community have 
taken issue with Schrank’s approach. 
After opening a similar clinic last year 
in Los Angeles called High Sobriety, he 
moved north to the Bay Area and away 
from what he calls “the Bible Belt of 
recovery. With more than two decades 
of sobriety, Schrank is emphatic that 
his new operation is not the enemy 
of traditional sobriety programs like 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 

“We don’t want to disparage A.A.” 
he says. “I like A.A. A.A. was good for 
me. Lots of people find success in A.A. 
or with 12-step participation — but 
not enough that it should be the ex- 
clusive recommendation for people. 
We don’t get to mandate how people 
recover. We have to help them figure 
out how they want to recover.” 

While Shrank did not person- 
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ally use cannabis in his own recovery, 
he believes any argument against its 
merits as a viable medical option for 
those seeking sobriety are invalidated 
by the company cannabis is regularly 
cast alongside. 

“The opiate public health crisis 
is taking 120 people a day,” he says. 
“That’s 64,000 people a year. It’s 
also important to remember that as 
dangerous as opiates are, twice that 
number of people drink themselves 
to death annually. That’s just become 
normalized. We know from research 
that medication-assisted treatment for 
substance use disorders has the best 
outcome. When people are given op- 
tions for medication and they imple- 
ment that and they stick to the plan, 
they have better success than people 
who are given coercive behavioral 

management only.” 

By treating cannabis 
not as an illicit substance, 
but instead as medicine, 
Schrank believes he can 
help more people than 
other, more rigidly regi- 
mented facilities. Noting 
that there are 25 percent 
fewer overdose deaths in 

states where cannabis is 
legally available and ac- 
cessible, he again points 
to the vastly different 
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standards we employ where it concerns 
other areas of health. 

“If you have hypertension, and you 
eat better and you work out more, you 
can improve that condition,” he sug- 
gests, “but you're probably still going 
to be on medication to control that 
particular health condition. We believe 
it’s the same with addiction. We love 
when people work out and engage with 
the community and go to therapy and 
have a peer-support group. We also 
don’t think that they should be public- 
ly flogged because they’re using medi- 
cation to help their situation.” 

Since opening their doors in mid- 
June, Schrank has yet to hear any 
outrage from San Francisco. So far, 
the calls have been decidedly positive: 
Many are prospective patients looking 
to confirm that at Remedy Recovery 
they can, in fact, smoke weed. 

“T tell them that it’s not bullshit,” 
Schrank says. “You can smoke weed 
here. Pope John XXIII once issued a pa- 
pal encyclical that said evangelicalism 
is a sin. Other people have their own 
relationship with God, and I think it’s 
the same thing with recovery. Mandat- 
ing how somebody recovers is wrong.” 


Zack Ruskin covers news, culture, and music 
for SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com | ® @zackruskin 
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Supreme Court 
ruling bolsters 
harmful 
arbitration 
clauses 


This week’s question comes from 
Tom from Mill Valley: 


: [heard something on the news 
about a recent U.S. Supreme 
Court case upholding arbitration 
clauses in employment cases. What are 
arbitration clauses and how do they 
affect employees? 


: This is a great question Tom, be- 

cause not everyone DOES know 
what arbitration is in an employment 
context, or how it can affect them. 
One would typically think that if 
an employer sexually harassed an 
employee, or forced employees to 
work hours for which they were not 
paid, the employees could sue the 
employer and take them to court. If 


FESTIVAL 





the misdeeds of the employer 
were wide spread and of a sim- 
ilar nature, employees could 
even band together and file a 
class action lawsuit against the 
employer. However, over the 
past few years it has become 
common for employers to 
require newly hired employees 
to sign arbitration agreements 
as a condition of employment, 
contractually removing an em- 
ployee’s right to go to court. . 
This is purely for the benefit of 
the employer. 

Arbitration itself is not a 
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The Supreme Court recently ruled that employers can use arbitration 
agreements to prevent employees from forming groups to pursue class 


action claims. (Dreamstime/TNS) 


bad thing. It is simply an al- 
ternative manner in which to resolve 
disputes outside of a courtroom, usu- 
ally at a private arbitration firm. The 
employer and the employee “agree” 
to resolve any disputes privately, pre- 
senting their arguments, accusations 
and defenses to a private individual 
— an arbitrator (typically a retired 
judge) — who then makes a binding 
decision on the matter. 

And now you are probably ask- 
ing, well, is that necessarily a bad 
thing? I would argue that it is, for 
many reasons. First, the employer is 
basically forcing employees to agree 
before they are hired. Second, let’s 
say you work for a company who, 
over the course of a year, did not 
pay you $1,500 owed to you based 





on hours that you worked. Let’s say 
this company also did this to 500 of 
your co-workers. Given that most 
attorneys take cases such as this ona 
contingency fee basis (meaning they 
are compensated by a percentage 

of the overall financial recovery) it 
would only make financial sense for 
an attorney to take a case like this if 
they could form a class of the affected 
employees and sue the employer on 
behalf of all of them. This is what is 
commonly referred to as a class ac- 
tion lawsuit. 

Most arbitration agreements do 
not allow for class action lawsuits. 
Each employee’s dispute would have 
to be dealt with individually through 
private arbitration. Private arbitra- 
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tion is much more expen- 
sive than going to court. 
The end result is that 
given that each employ- 
ee’s case has to be dealt 
with individually, along 
with the cost associated 
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) the economics essentially 
| i | i prevent most employees 
== from finding an attorney 
who will actually take and 
prosecute their case. The 
answer to this used to be 
the class action lawsuit, 
grouping the claims of 
dozens of employees 
together in a single case. But by 
preventing employees from pursuing 
class action lawsuits, arbitration 
agreements put most employees in a 
situation where they can prove their 
case but can’t do anything about it 
because it’s too expensive to pursue. 

Which brings us to the final 
goal of arbitration agreements: em- 
ployees effectively cannot sue their 
employers, they are left with no real 
recourse, and employers continue in 
their course of conduct unchallenged. 
Federal and state statutes designed 
to protect workers go unenforced. To 
most people, this seems wildly unfair 
and unjust. 

A few weeks ago, the U.S. Supreme 
Court issued a decision in Epic Sys- 
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tems Corporation v. Lewis, which 
addressed questions related to the 
injustice of these kinds of arbitration 
agreements. The majority opinion, 
authored by new Associate Justice 
Neil Gorsuch (appointed by President 
Trump), sided with corporations over 
their employees. 

The Court, in a 5-4 decision, held 
that employers CAN use arbitration 
agreements to prevent employees 
from forming groups to pursue class 
action claims. Absent legislation 
from Congress, this is now the law of 
the land. As a result of this decision, 
the Mexican food chain Chipotle 
has already decided to use its impact 
against a class of 10,000 employees 
suing them for forcing the employees 
to work “off the clock” and not get 
paid for that time. Chipotle has told 
the court that under the Epic Systems 
decision, the employees cannot sue 
them as a class, they have to pursue 
their cases individually, through 
private arbitration. Chipotle will win 
that argument. Most of the claims 
of their employees will evaporate, 
and they are contractually prevented 
from taking Chipotle to court. That is 
harmful for their employees, and it is 
a destructive ruling from the Court. 


Christopher B. Dolan is owner of the 
Dolan Law Firm. Email questions to 
help@dolanlawfirm.com. 
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Where Is Arianna Fitts? 


By Nuala Sawyer 
John McLaren Park has long 


been considered a good place to dump a 
body. The 312-acre open space was, for 
decades, left largely wild and un- 
touched, with rolling, overgrown hills 
covered in dense blackberry bushes and 
tall fennel plants. In 2006, the remains 
of five-month-old Camille Ferguson 
were found hidden in dense brush in 
the park. Gardeners discovered body 
parts belonging to 32-year-old Omar 
Sharif Allah in 2009, two years after he 
was reported missing. And Jonathan 
Caballero, 18, was shot and killed in the 
park in early 2015. 
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So when the city dedicated nearly 
$12 million to McLaren Park improve- 
ments a few months after Caballero’s 
death, neighbors breathed a sigh of 
relief. Finally, the long-neglected park 
would get some attention. Local politi- 
cians — Districts 9, 10, and 11 border 
McLaren — boasted it would be a des- 
tination to rival Golden Gate Park. 

Construction crews spent months 
repaving pathways with the first 
$200,000 the city dished out. It was off 
one of these newly renovated paths — 
which led from Woolsey Street in the 
Portola to Louis Sutter Playground — 
that a gardener, working the early shift 
on the morning of April 8, 2016, came 


Arianna Fitts 
was two-and- 
a-half years 
old when she 
went missing 
in 2016. She 
turns five in 
September. 
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across a large piece of wood resting in 
the dirt behind a clump of ivy-covered 
bushes. It had an odd, silver character 
painted on it, and it looked like con- 
struction scrap. But when they lifted 
it up, they found the small body of 

a woman underneath, curled up ina 
shallow grave. 

The discovery closed the door ona 
week-old missing person case. Nicole 
“Nikki” Fitts hadn’t been seen or heard 
from since April 1, after she left her 
house in the Bayview to meet someone 
and never returned home. 

But the gruesome discovery of 
Nikki’s body raised another terrible 
question: Where was her two-and-a- 
half-year-old daughter, Arianna? 


It’s been more than two years 
since the story of a missing single 
mom turned into a brutal homicide 
and kidnapping case. It remains un- 
solved. In the beginning, the San Fran- 
cisco Police Department’s homicide, 
special victims, and missing persons 
divisions rallied together for a widely 
publicized hunt for the killer and kid- 
napper — who it seemed obvious to 
anyone who learned details of the sto- 
ry — were probably one and the same. 
But as the investigation extended 
for weeks, and then months, the city’s 
interest began to cool. As the Fitts 
family frantically searched for Arianna, 
deep cracks were splitting the SFPD 
apart. After a number of fatal off- 
cer-involved shootings, and a weeks- 
long protest by the Frisco Five, Police 
Chief Greg Suhr was under immense 
pressure to resign. The media shifted 
their attention elsewhere, and the sto- 
ry of Nikki's death and Arianna’s dis- 
appearance faded from the headlines. 
Arianna turns five in September, 
the age when most kids start going 
to school. Her bright face and ap- 
ple-cheeked expression may not have 
changed all that much, yet. If there 
were ever a time to push for a fresh 
commitment to the case, it’s now, 
before all we have left of the little girl 
everyone fell in love with as soon as 
they met her is an FBI-issued age pro- 
gression sketch. 


Nikki Fitts was the middle 
child, but everyone thought of her as 
the youngest. Petite and naive, her 
younger sister Contessa — who goes 
by Tess — often teased her. 

“A lot of times, I felt like Nikki was 
my little sister,” she says. “I picked on 
her. She was always shy.” 

There were three Fitts sisters grow- 
ing up; Kathryn was the oldest, then 
came Nikki, and Tess last. Raised by 


a single mom, they hopped around 
Southern California, finally settling in 
Culver City, near Marina Del Rey. 

From an early age, Nikki developed 
a deep desire to help people around her. 

“She loved school and wanted to be 
a teacher. She was quite the teacher's 
pet,’ Tess says. “I’m sure I made fun of 
her for that.” 

From the get-go, Nikki seemed to be 
setting herself up for success. When she 
was a teenager, Nikki volunteered at the 
Culver Slauson Recreation Center. She 
spent so much time there that in 1999, 
when she was 15, she received an award 
for her work from the City of Los An- 
geles. In photos, she’s shown beaming 
shyly, wearing a black dress and a child- 
like white headband. 

“With anything that Nikki did, she 
always found a way to do more,’ Tess 
says. “She looked out for the people 
around and did her best to make sure 
no one went without. She was very 
sensitive.” 

The Fitts sisters’ mom died when all 
three girls were teenagers. Despite be- 
ing split up among various caretakers, 
they remained close. 

“We always managed to find each 
other,” Tess says. 

The bond continued into adulthood, 
and in 2012, Tess, her girlfriend Clare 
Bonnar, and Nikki settled in a small 
place in Pacifica — the closest they 
could afford to get to San Francisco. By 
this time, Nikki had a daughter, Sendy. 
Everyone was excited about the future; 
Bonnar managed to find bunk beds for 
free on Craigslist, which they crammed 
into her Prius for Nikki and Sendy. 

But the reality of living in the Bay 
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receives an award from 
the city of Los Angeles 
for her volunteer work. 
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Area was rougher than they'd expected. 
Nikki became pregnant with Arianna 
and fell behind on rent. The trio lived 
paycheck-to-paycheck, and after a cou- 
ple months of barely making ends meet, 
they decided it was too hard to keep 
the apartment. Tess and Bonnar moved 
south to the Santa Cruz area, and Nik- 
ki, who wanted to stay near S.F., ended 
up in a homeless shelter for women. 
Sendy went back to Southern California 
to live with her dad. 

It was at the shelter that Nikki got 
involved with a self-described evangel- 
ical “street pastor,’ Lemasani Briggs, 
who invited Nikki to live with her. In 
the beginning, it seemed like a good 
situation; Nikki got a job at Best Buy, 
and she was grateful to be out of the 
shelter. She paid Briggs rent, on top of 
money for watching Arianna while she 
was at work. 

But after a couple months the prices 
began to fluctuate. 

“IT assume she switched babysitters 
because she started to realize that she was 
being taken advantage of,” Tess says. 

Nikki shifted childcare responsibil- 
ities to Briggs’ nieces, sisters Siolo and 
Helena Hearne. Siolo, an Uber driver, 
lived with a roommate in Emeryville. 
Helena, whose married name was 
Martin, lived with her husband Devin 
and their children in a small house in 
Oakland. 

Bonnar was skeptical of the new 
arrangement. 

“She told me, ‘Yeah, these are Lema- 
sani’s nieces, but they’re not really on 
good terms, so I’m not afraid. I know 
they don’t really talk to each other, so I 
feel like I can trust them, ” Bonnar says. 


Arianna Fitts p 
games at an empl 
party at Best 

on Harrison Street, 
February 2016. 


She pleaded with Nikki to find 
someone outside of Lemasani’s family, 
but affordable childcare was hard to 
come by. As Nikki deviated Arianna’s 
care away from Lemasaniy, the living 
situation only got more toxic. Her rent, 
which she had been paying Lemasani 
along with babysitting fees, suddenly 
skyrocketed. Soon, all of Nikki's in- 
come from working part-time at Best 
Buy was going to Briggs. And there 
were other red flags: Nikki had never 
been given a key to the apartment, and 
could only get in if someone was home. 

After a few months, Tess and Bon- 
nar caught on to what was rapidly be- 
coming an abusive relationship. 

“Nikki started sending me text 
messages that Lemasani was sending 
to her, calling her names and being 
disgusting,” Tess says. “She mentioned 
something about Nikki seeing some 
guy, and Nikki said the only way she 
would have known that is if she went 
through her stuff. She had some sort 
of journal on her computer.” 

In the end, it was Tess and Bonnar 
who stepped in. On a cold November 
morning in 2015, they drove the 60 
miles up to San Francisco, called SFPD 
for backup in case things got ugly, 
picked up Nikki and Arianna from 


Briggs’ house, and drove them back 
down to Santa Cruz. 
Nikki had escaped, but the harass- 
ing text messages didn’t stop. 
Lemasani “started sending Nikki 
these texts, saying, ‘Bring my baby 
back here,” Tess says. 


At this point, Nikki was com- 
muting more than two hours each way 
from Santa Cruz to San Francisco, 
trying to hold onto her job at Best Buy. 
She crashed on friends’ sofas during 
the week, and left Arianna with Helena 
or Siolo when she was at work — often 
working overtime, and taking over- 
night shifts. At the same time, she 

was fighting for custody of Sendy, who 
Child Protective Services had taken 
away from her dad in Southern Cali- 
fornia. Nikki would spend her days off 
traveling to L.A. for court cases. 

“She was definitely determined to 
take care of her kid,” Tess says. 

It was a difficult period, but Nikki 
kept much of the struggle to herself. 
Her friend Michael Jacobo, who she 
met at work, only found out she was 
homeless when he noticed her hanging 
around in the break room at work for 
hours after her shift was over. 


Nikki Fitts holds : , 
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“She would go about her business 
like nothing was happening,” he said. 
“But after work she started staying 
around longer and longer, sometimes 
until closing time. She was going 
through so much, but she would hide 
things. I wish she would have opened 
up a little more.” 

He asked if she wanted to split a 
Lyft ride home one evening, and it was 
only once they arrived at his house 
that Nikki broke down, confessing that 
she didn’t have anywhere to go. 

“Think of her strength, not having 
a place to live, handing your daughter 
over to a caregiver, barely seeing her, 
and still going down to L.A. to get 
Sendy back. It was astounding,” Jacobo 
says. ‘But she held it together as best 
she could, and when things started 
getting better, it was a relief. I mean, 
thank goodness.” 

Key to things getting better was 
Goyette Williams, a coworker at Best 
Buy who offered Nikki a place to stay. 
Best of all, Arianna was welcome, too. 
Nikki was overjoyed, and began pre- 
paring to bring her home. She bought 
a small child’s bed, and presents for 
her “butterfly” — the nickname she'd 
given Arianna. 

“She would buy little things here 
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or there, anytime she would see some- 
thing,” Jacobo said. “Buying presents 
for other people was her way of cele- 
brating.” 

But as Nikki’s life leveled out, a 
nagging problem began to grow. The 
babysitters, Helena and Siolo, ap- 
peared to be reluctant to return the 
toddler. Nikki contacted them in mid- 
March, saying she was ready to come 
pick up Arianna, and they told her 
they'd taken her to Disneyland, a fact 
that frustrated Nikki, as she hadn’t 
been given a heads-up. 

As was her style, Nikki kept much 
of this struggle to herself. No one but 
the babysitters knew when she last 
saw Arianna, but Tess and Bonnar say 
they hadn't seen her since February. 
Ever-private, no one knows how long it 
had been since Nikki saw her daughter 
before she was killed. 


April 1 was a fairly normal day. 
Nikki went to work at Best Buy and 
had planned to spend the evening with 
Bonnar, who was in San Francisco 
interviewing for a job. When Bonnar 
canceled their plans, Nikki went out 
with Jacobo instead. They went to the 
mall, shopping for clothes for Jacobo’s 
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new gig. Toward the end of the eve- 
ning, Nikki asked if they could pick up 
a pie from Pizza Hut to take home to 
Williams. Spotting a 7-Eleven nearby, 
she took the opportunity to withdraw 
several hundred dollars, although 
didn’t tell Jacobo what it was for. 

When she got home, Nikki and Wil- 
liams began watching a movie. Halfway 
through, she received a phone call. She 
told her roommate she was meeting 
someone at BJ’s restaurant, but she’d 
be back shortly to finish the movie. 

When Williams woke up the next 
morning, the house was empty. An odd 
text message had come in from Nikki 
in the middle of the night, saying 
that she was heading to Fresno with a 
friend named Sam. Williams had never 
heard of a Sam, and found the message 
confusing; Nikki didn’t have a car. 

It wasn’t the only message sent that 
night. A Facebook post from Nikki at 
1:13 a.m. on April 2 said, “Spending 
time with my 3 year old need this 
brake.” It was a strange note; Nikki was 
fanatical about grammar and spelling, 
and Arianna was two-and-a-half, not 
three. 

She didn’t show up for work the 
next day, or the day after that. Wil- 
liams and Jacobo got worried, and 
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when Tess and Bonnar found out, they 
panicked. 

“How does it go from ‘T’m going to 
BJs’ to ‘I’m now in Fresno’?” Tess says. 
“The only thing I could think of is, 
according to Michael, before she went 
home she did withdraw some money. 

I wouldn't have been surprised if they 
were like, ‘Give us the money you owe 
us and we'll bring you your kid’ I’m as- 
suming she thought that’s what she’s 
going to do. 

“She’s so naive,” Tess adds, in frus- 
tration. “Why would you need to meet 
at this burger shop? She was naive and 
hopeful that if she just did what they 
asked, it would all be over.” 

Tess and Bonnar immediately 
headed to San Francisco, and Kathryn 
flew up from San Diego. They filed a 
missing persons report with SFPD, but 
as Nikki was over 18, they couldn't do 
much. The family didn’t give up. 

Tess “was trying to solve the case 
by herself, she had her phone and her 
laptop,” Jacobo says. “Her diligence 
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was astounding.” 

Tess and Bonnar followed every 
lead they could, going through Nikki’s 
Facebook page and contacting friends. 

“It took me a few days to start 
suspecting the babysitters,” says Tess. 
“It didn’t dawn on me that they could 
have something to do with this. But 
then it clicked: What is the missing 
link in all of this? It’s them. So many 
people commented on the missing 
post about Nikki and Arianna, and 
not once did they. You’re the ones who 
spend the most time with Arianna, 
you should be the first ones to be con- 
cerned if she’s nowhere to be seen.” 

Their behavior was odd. Bonnar 
requested to be friends with Siolo on 
Facebook, and she accepted. But when 
Bonnar sent a message asking if Siolo 
had seen Nikki or Arianna, she didn’t 
get a response. 

Tess and Bonnar went to the police, 
but they had almost no information 
on Helena or Siolo aside from their 
names, which they'd only recognized 
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after scrolling through Nikki's list 

of Facebook friends. Luckily, a few 
months prior they’d driven Nikki and 
Arianna to Oakland for an early-morn- 
ing drop-off at Helena’s house. No one 
answered the door, so they continued 
on to Siolo’s in Emeryville. 

“It ended up being great that we did 
that that day, because we had no in- 
formation on these people,” Tess says. 
“When we were trying to figure out 
what was going on we had nothing. 
The only thing I remembered was that 
Helena lived by the Greyhound station 
[in Oakland]. We took a drive over 
there and we recognized the house.” 

Tess handed the address over to the 
police. 

And then, a week after Nikki had 
disappeared, Tess and Kathryn got 
a call from one of the detectives on 
the case saying they had fresh infor- 
mation. Tess was overjoyed — finally 
they’d get some answers. But when the 
sisters arrived at the Hall of Justice 
in San Francisco, they were told that 
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Nikki’s body had been found. Bonnar 
arrived minutes later. 

“It was really blindsiding,” Bonnar 
says. ‘It was awful. Just unbelievable. 
I think that they mentioned that she 
had been found, and we all just knew. I 
mean, at that point...” 


“Yesterday, on April 8, Nicole 
was found deceased as a victim of 
a homicide,” stated a press release 
from SFPD, sent to the media April 
9, 2016. “Due to the sensitive nature 
of this investigation and information 
continuously developing, we cannot 
disclose further details on how she 
was located. Her daughter Arianna has 
not been seen since late February, and 
is considered at-risk due to her young 
age and suspicion of foul play.” 

The hunt for the killer and kidnap- 
per was on. 

In the beginning, the case looked 
good. Police tracked down surveillance 
footage shot near the park, and inter- 
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viewed Nikki’s friends and coworkers. 
Search warrants were issued for Siolo’s 
home in Emeryville, Helena’s home 

in Oakland. There was no sign of Ari- 
anna, but it came to light that Helena 
had served six years in prison for kill- 
ing the father of her two-year-old child 
when she was 18. 

SFPD told the media that the 
Hearne sisters were “uncooperative” 
in the investigation and provided “in- 
consistent statements.” Helena hired 
criminal attorney Darryl Stallworth to 
represent her. 

A few weeks into the homicide in- 
vestigation, SFPD turned to the public 
for help. A photo of the board that was 
found covering Nikki's body was circu- 
lated to the press and shared widely. 

“The plywood has spray-painted 
markings on it which we hope some- 
one will recognize,” Commander Greg 
McEachern said at a press conference a 
few weeks after Fitts’ body was found. 
“These markings may be construc- 
tion-related or even graffiti, but it is 


An SFPD officer 
holds an missing 
persons flyer for 
Arianna Fitts at a 
press conference, 
May 18, 2016. 
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plywood board that was s found 
» over Nikki's body in hopes the 
> public would recognize the 
porns markings. 


our hope someone will recognize them. 

“We are confident that Ariana was 
in the care of a couple of individuals,” 
McEachern added. “I think she’s still 
in the Bay Area and I think she’s still 
alive. 

For a month, police investigated 
leads and the media chased down Nik- 
ki’s friends, families, and the suspects. 
But by the time May rolled around, it 
appeared that nothing was panning 
out. On May 18, at a large press confer- 
ence, Best Buy issued a $10,000 reward 
for information leading to the recovery 
of Arianna. By then Suhr was involved. 

“The day that the reward from Best 
Buy was announced we met with the 
chief of police,” Tess says. “He stepped 
down the next day.” 


The year that Nikki’s body was 
found, SFPD had a 71-percent homicide 
solve rate — higher than the national av- 
erage. And yet today, this case remains 
unsolved, and Arianna is still missing. 
According to the Black and Missing 
Foundation, 37 percent of people un- 
der 18 who were reported missing na- 
tionwide in 2016 were African Amer- 
ican. The National Crime Information 
Center lists the number at 170,899. 
The Fitts case got a fair amount 
of media play, all things considered, 
though it’s unlikely there would 
have been a response at all from the 
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press if a homicide didn’t precede 

the missing-child case. But the case 
was competing for SFPD’s attention 
— one day before Nikki was found, 
officers shot and killed Luis Gongora 
Pat in the Mission District. Six weeks 
later, officers shot and killed Jessica 
Williams in the Bayview, who they 
suspected in an auto burglary. The 
department’s credibility was dis- 
integrating, and as the number of 
people killed at SFPD’s hands rose, 
the LA Times, Newsweek, and NPR ran 
national stories about the force’s pen- 
chant for violence. 

More than two years later, little 
progress appears to have been made 
in the case. In March 2017, SFPD no- 
tified the press that they'd searched 
a vehicle, which Tess and Bonnar be- 
lieve was Helena’s. 

“We've authored a bunch of search 
warrants in both California and in 
other states,’ McEachern said at the 
time. “We’ve towed a vehicle that 
we believe may be tied to the crime, 
and we're making some unbelievable 
strides in the case.” 

But in the 15 months since then, 
SFPD has released no further infor- 
mation on the case. 

“We have no updates,” Public 
Information Officer Michael Andray- 
chak told SF Weekly after we spent 
weeks trying to track down new infor- 
mation. 
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SF Weekly reached out to both 
Hearne sisters, and Briggs, all three 
of whom still live in the Bay Area. 
None responded to our requests for 
an interview. 


The Fitts family said goodbye 
to Nikki on the ocean near Marina del 
Rey. With the help of Victims of Vio- 
lent Crimes, which paid for all the fu- 
neral proceedings, they had her ashes 
placed in a salt urn that dissolved as 
it sank. As they dropped the urn off 
the side of the boat, they scattered 
flower petals onto the water. 

And then, something amazing 
happened. One of the crewmembers 
gave a shout, and the mourners 


A poster with photos 
of Arianna sits in 
police headquarters, 
May 18, 2018. 


looked up from the spot where Nik- 
ki’s remains had disappeared to see 
dolphins, everywhere. 

“They were alongside the boat, in 
front of the boat, jumping near us,” 
Tess says. 

“Most of the time when you think 
of dolphins you just imagine gray 
ones, but these were gorgeous,” Bon- 
nar says. “They had patterns all over 
them.” 

The crewmember, who spends his 
life out on the ocean, told them he’d 
never seen so many dolphins at once, 
so close to one of his boats. 

For Tess, Bonnar, and Jacobo, each 
day drags as they try to figure out what 
happened to their sister and friend, 
and where her daughter may be. 
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Former-Police Chief 
Greg Suhr speaks at 
a press conference 
——+regarding the Fitts 
case, May 18, 2018. 
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“It never leaves you,” Jacobo says. 
“Is today going to be the day I get the 
phone call and hear they made an 
arrest, or get a call that they found 
Arianna? I wait every day. And I just 
get nothing.” 


From SFPD: If you see Arianna, call 
911 immediately. If you have information 
on Arianna’s whereabouts or anything re- 
lated to the homicide of Nikki contact the 
SFPD Homicide Unit at 415-553-1145, 
the SFPD Anonymous Tip Line at 415- 
575-4444, or text a tip to TIP 411 with 
SFPD at the beginning of the message, or 
visit sanfranciscopolice.org/tip. 
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MRS. DOUBTFIRE IN ALAMO SQUARE PARK 


July 26, 6-10 p.m., Alamo Square. Free; alamosquare.org 


RESISTING OCCUPATION AT HOME AND ABROAD 


July 27, 6:30-8:30 p.m., S.F. Chronicle, 901 Mission St. $5 suggested donation; townhallsummer.org 


After a multi-year hiatus, outdoor movies are finally back in Alamo Square. On 


Thursday, July 26 — which also happens to be Robin Williams’ birthday — the It’s not news that the United States interferes in other nations’ domestic affairs, from arming rebel forces to helping leaders 
San Francisco Parks Alliance, DoTheBay, and Alamo Drafthouse team up for a favorable to our policies gain power. But can you name any situations in which this is currently happening? On Friday, three 
special screening of Mrs. Doubtfire. It’s part of a new series called Sundown Cin- panelists speak on the topic of U.S.-backed occupation and how grassroots movements can build resistance against un- 

ema that brings food, drink, music, and movies to neighborhoods across the healthy international meddling. Global Exchange Board Member and Haiti Action Committee co-founder Pierre Labossiere, 
city. Food trucks open at 6 p.m., and films begin at sunset, which these days is Economic Activism for the American Friends Service Committee director Dalit Baum, and School of the Americas Watch co- 
around 8 p.m. It'll be chilly, but always worth a rewatch of Mrs. Doubtfire, the ordinator Chris Lopez speak on a wide array of issues arising in Haiti, Honduras, Palestine, and more. Learn how to take the 
self-claimed “hip old granny who can hip-hop, bebop, dance til ya drop and yo fight beyond our borders and hold our government accountable for its actions — at home and abroad. 


yo, make a wicked cup of cocoa.” 


SUNDAY 29 SATURDAY 7/28 


PANCAKES AND BOOZE 
ART SHOW 


July 28, 8 p.m.-2 a.m., 
Mezzanine, 444 Jessie St. $13; 
pancakesandbooze.com 


Pop-up art show Pancakes and Booze 
returns to Mezzanine Saturday. The 
large-scale event transforms the dark 
music venue into an exhibition space 
with 150 local artisans, from painters 
to jewelry makers to photographers, 
whose work is actually affordable. Let 
loose with a cocktail or two, strip 
down for some live body painting, 
pick up a painting for that empty wall 
in your living room, and save room 
for free pancakes, which will be 
served all day long. 





‘SET ACS BALLET TOMAS HE FETE ESOS ODE 


SAN FRANCISCO BALLET AT STERN GROVE 


July 29, 2-5 p.m., Stern Grove. Free; sterngrove.org 


Ballet tickets aren’t cheap; in order to check out the talented dancers in Hayes 
Valley, a good seat will set you back around $100. But every summer, the San 
Francisco Ballet gives a free performance at Stern Grove. Conductor Martin 
West leads the orchestra as dancers perform a wide array of modern and classic 
pieces choreographed by George Balanchine, Edwaard Liang, Alexander 
Gorsky, Marius Petipa, and Justin Peck. It’s a rare opportunity to see a number 
of shorts by the longest-running ballet company in the United States. 
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CALENDAR LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our complete listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


ART GALLERIES 





Anthony Meier Fine Arts. Robert Bechtle - Self-Por- 
traits: Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Aug. 7. 1969 California, San Francisco, 
415-351-1400, anthonymeierfinearts.com. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Pard Morrison Heliotrope 
: Brian Gross Fine Art is pleased to announce 
the opening of Heliotrope, an exhibition of new 
works by Colorado sculptor Pard Morrison, on 
Saturday, July 7, 2018, from 4-6pm. On view will 
be three monumental freestanding sculptures, 
multi-colored paintings, and a selection of 
small sculptural works in patinated aluminum. 
In Heliotrope, Morrison's reductive sculptural 
forms have expanded to include increasingly 
complex patterns rendered in dynamic color 
arrangements, creating works with optically 
charged resonance. The exhibition will be on 
view through August 25, 2018. Tuesdays-Fridays, 
10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Aug. 25. 
Free. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 415-788-1050, 
briangrossfineart.com. 

Cartoon Art Museum. The Infinity War Pantheon of 
Heroes: The art of costuming and prop design and 
creation with The Bronze Armory Studios as we 
explore the Marvel Cinematic Universe from the 
groundbreaking 2008 film Iron Man to the 2018 
international blockbuster Avengers: Infinity War. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 1l.a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Sept. 4. 781 Beach, San 
Francisco, 415-227-8666, cartoonart.org. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by Anne 
Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernacular 
19th-century memorials and the influence of 
industrialized printmaking on images of memory 
and domesticity. Prints, paintings, glass etchings, 
and embroidery pieces combine cemetery grave 
imagery with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. www. 
care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849- 
8935, care-gtu.org. 

Charles M. Schulz Museum. The World According 
to Sally: Sally Brown, Charlie Brown’s little sister, 
has a sweet innocent side, but also a more cynical 
view of life than most of the other characters in 
the Peanuts Gang. The Schulz Museum's new 
exhibition, The World According to Sally explores 
and celebrates the opinions, foibles, philosophies, 
and relationships of one of the iconic members 
of Peanuts. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 3. $12. 
2301 Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 707-579-4452, 
schulzmuseum.org. 

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. Xian- 
Rui: 10 Years Exhibition: XianRui: 10 Years 
exhibition, a look back on the last 10 years 
of this groundbreaking series that supports 
under-recognized artists of Chinese descent 
through major solo shows. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Continues through Aug. 18. Free 
Admission. 415-986-1822. www.facebook.com/ 
events/220929058446937/?active_tab=discus- 
sion. 750 Kearny, San Francisco, 415-986-1822, 
C-C-C.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lew the Jew 
and His Circle: Origins of American Tattoo: This 
exhibition examines ‘Lew the Jew’ Alberts, one 





of America’s most influential tattoo artists at the 
beginning of the twentieth century. Thu., July 26, 
Tl a.m.-5 p.m. $14. 415-655-7800. info@thecjm. 
org. thecjm.org/exhibitions/103. 736 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Don Soker Contemporary Art. Karin Wikstrom 
“Cube, tube, oblong, etc."’: The starting point 
for this work originates in printed advertise- 
ments using technical drawings of lampshades 
and other common household items. The bare 
essential forms depicted are labeled as: tubes, 
bells, shallow drums, deep drums and so on. 
Oblique and unembellished, these images work as 
scaffolding for the visual language of Wikstrom’'s 
group of paintings. The vocabulary allows her to 
adhere to the flatness of the surface and a type 
of perspective similar to that seen in Persian 
miniatures or Asian art. It invites concentration on 
color for it’s own sake and offers the opportunity 
to see the paint pigment as substance rather then 
imagery. Through this use of color and material 
she finds herself processing and assimilating 
the industrial flavor of the neighborhood where 
she lives. Artist Reception 6/30 4pm Fridays, 
Saturdays. Continues through Aug. 11. 2180 
Bryant St. #205, San Francisco, 415-291-0966, 
www.donsokergallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Nathaniel Russell: Gallery 16 is pleased to 
present Peace Jazz by Indianapolis-based artist 
Nathaniel Russell in his first exhibition with the 
gallery. Last year The New York Times spotlighted 
Russell's fake fliers, featuring thought-provoking 
and absurdly hilarious ads from Fliers: 20 Small 
Posters with Big Thoughts. His well-known 
graphic RESIST FEAR/ASSIST LOVE was created 
in response to our country’s unsettling times, 
intending to inspire kindness. Staying true to 
his penchant for the equity of printmaking, the 
RESIST design is available to anyone who wants 
it, with the condition that it is never sold or 
used for personal profit—it is only to be shared. 
Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through July 27. Free. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 
415-626-7495, galleryl6.com. 

Haines Gallery. Quintessence: 6 Perpectives on 
Abstraction: Quintessence brings together works 
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by six contemporary artists — Kota Ezawa, Patsy 
Krebs, Yunhee Min, Julian Prebisch, Leslie Shows 
and David Simpson — to consider a range of 
approaches to non-figurative art. Their diverse 
creative viewpoints are unified by a shared 
desire to reexamine the ways we view and un- 
derstand painting, both as an act and an object. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Sept. 
1. 415-397-8114. art@hainesgallery.com. www. 
hainesgallery.com. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-397-8114, hainesgallery.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Frankenstein's Birthday Party: 
Please join Hosfelt Gallery in celebrating the 
opening of Frankenstein's Birthday Party on 
June 23 from 4 - 6 PM. The exhibition will be on 
view until August 11, 2018. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thursdays, 
Tla.m.-7 p.m. Continues through Aug. 11. 415-495- 
5454. calder@hosfeltgallery.com. hosfeltgallery. 
com/exhibition/frankensteins-birthday-party/. 
Rina Banerjee: Human Likeness: Rina Banerjee 
fills the gallery with fantastical sculptures & 
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paintings in an exhibition describing the human 
experience in an era of migration. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 31. Free. hosfeltgallery. 
com/index.php?p=exhibitions&id=315. 260 Utah, 
San Francisco, 415-495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 
Jack Fischer Gallery. Eiko Borcherding drawing 
to conclusions: In this new exhibition, Eiko con- 
tinues to show his exquisite pencil and mixed 
media drawings on found fragile paper. His love 
for paper is reflected in his findings of vintage 
paper scraps and old book covers in flea markets 
or antique stores, which he then commandeers 
for his drawings. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 11 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Aug. 25. Nine 
Hearts Exploring: A group show of works by 
Creativity Explored artists Samedi Djeimguero, 
Daniel Green, Camille Holvoet, Andrew Li, John 
Patrick McKenzie, James Miles, Roland Record, 
Evelyn Reyes, and Nubia Ortega. Join us for 
the opening reception on Saturday, June 16, 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at our Potrero location. 
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One winner will be selected at random on or before August 18th, 2018 and 


SF Weekly promotions team, post to Instagram using the dedicated 
#CORONAPREMIERGOLF 


contract via email or Instagram DM. 
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depend on the number of eligible entries received. One (1) GRAND PRIZE WINNER will win a complimentary ~ 
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Entries must be received by 8/12/18 to be eligible for the drawing. Winners will be announced 8/18/18. Limit 1 


PREMIER. 


Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Sept. 1. Free. 311 Potrero, San Francisco, 
415-956-1178, jackfischergallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Summertime...: Jen- 
kins Johnson Gallery is pleased to announce 
Summertime..., a cross-generational exhibition 
that brings artists from Brooklyn-based Jenkins 
Johnson Projects into conversation with unique 
works presented by the San Francisco gallery. This 
international presentation elevates the tone of 
summer in the city by uniting exhilarating works 
by Enrico Riley, David Shrobe, Kennedy Yanko, 
Harlan Mack, and Devin Morris from Jenkins 
Johnson Projects with works by Gordon Parks, 
Lalla Essaydi, Wesaam Al-Badry, Mimi Plumb, Eva 
Lipman, Paccarik Orue, Julia Fullerton-Batten 
and Ben Aronson. The exhibition will be on view 
from July 14 through September 15, 2018. The 
gallery will be closed on Labor Day weekend. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Sept. 15. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 415- 
677-0770, jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 
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Mirus Gallery. Sickboy ‘Decompositions’: Sickboy 
will showcase a large body of work as well an im- 
pressive insitu installation for his solo exhibition 
“Decompositions”. After a 4-year hiatus from 
exhibiting, Sickboy has taken this opportunity to 
reflect upon his past body of work, to restructure 
a new vision of his art. There are times when 
a break in habits allow introspection and the 
ability see things from a distance. In many ways 
this process of self-critique inspired the artist to 
analyze what may be considered his signature 
style and output thus far as an artist. “‘Decompo- 
sitions” is a conversation between the artist and 
himself, taking apart his style and re-envisioning 
it in anew manner and approach. We are excited 
to share with you this new path the artist has 
laid out for himself as he progresses forward. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Aug. 11. 540 Howard, San Francisco, 
415-543-3440, mirusgallery.com. 

Modern Eden. Akira Beard: Circles is a body of work 
inspired by amoment of realization | had during a 
period of loss. As | planned what actions to take 
with starting a new life | realized how | had stood 
inthis spot several times before. A new beginning 
from the point of a new ending. Existence seemed 
an endless series of circles with gaining things 
only to lose them eventually and inevitably. It 
felt senseless to continue in the same direction 
knowing the outcome ahead. Asking myself if 
there were an alternative, it was as if a fork in the 
future's road suddenly appeared. One path | was 
all too familiar with. In these difficult moments 
with involuntary life change, | had always dealt 
with it by running away. Denial, coping, distrac- 
tion, and so forth. The other path was unknown. 
| had never been down it. Its direction was not 
away, but towards. Desperate enough, | went 
down this road less traveled. My life has never 
been the same since. The artworks presented in 
this show are just some of the pictures made from 
the journey on it. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 12-6 
p.m. Continues through Aug. 3. 801 Greenwich, 
San Francisco, 415-956-3303, moderneden.com. 

Modernism. Shawn Huckins: Fool's Gold: The eigh- 
teen paintings in Fool's Gold, Huckins’ second 
solo exhibition at Modernism, mash up past and 
present by imagining masterpieces in the White 
House collection to be as ephemeral as Adobe 
Photoshop files. Meticulously repainting works 
by Stewart and Bierstadt, as well as Charles 
Wilson Peale and William Merritt Chase, Huckins 
‘updates’ them by simulating digital erasures: 
The artist selectively replaces portions with 
patches of gray-and-white checkerboard iden- 
tical to the pattern that Photoshop users see 
when they delete sections of digital photos. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Sept. 8. 724 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
541-0461, modernisminc.com. 

Rena Bransten Gallery. The Portrait Show: A group 
exhibition exploring portraiture in a range of me- 
dia. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Aug. 18. Free. 415-982-3292. china@ 
renabranstengallery.com. renabranstengallery. 
com/exhibitions/the-portrait-show/bey-1990- 
girl-with-a-knife-nose-pin. 1275 Minnesota #210, 
San Francisco, 415-982-3292, www.renabransten- 
gallery.com. 

Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An 
exhibition of corroded photographs from Jim 
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Haynes, who has investigated the technique of 
augmenting silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, 
and various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 
Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery. Conver- 
sations 7: The San Francisco Arts Commission 
Galleries is pleased to present Conversation 7, 
the latest in an ongoing series of exhibitions that 
features a substantive body of work by a local 
artist alongside work by an artist based in another 
point on the globe. The seventh edition of Conver- 
sation brings together work by local artist Marcela 
Pardo Ariza and New York-based artist Farah 
Al Qasimi. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Continues through Aug. 25. Free. 415-252-2244. 
jackie.im@sfgov.org. www.sfartscommission.org/ 
experience-art/exhibitions/conversation-7. 401 
Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-554-6080, www. 
sfartscommission.org/gallery/. 

The San Francisco Center for the Book (SFCB). The 
Flag On Paper: A look at 150 years of the Stars and 
Stripes in everyday use. A rich display of printed 
ephemera including political memorabilia, fine art, 
sheet music, propaganda posters, philatelica and 
packaging. Kit Hinrichs was principal in several 
design offices in NY and SF before spending 23 
years as a partner of Pentagram. In 2009, Hinrichs 
opened Studio Hinrichs in SF. He has more than 
3,000 Stars and Stripes artifacts in his collection, 
which has been exhibited at the American Insti- 
tute of Graphic Arts in New York and the San Jose 
Museum of Art. He lives in San Francisco. Through 
Sept. 30, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 415-565-0545. jeff@ 
sfcb.org. sfcb.org/theflagonpaper. 375 Rhode 
Island, San Francisco, 415-565-0545, sfcb.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Futurefarmers: 
Out of Place, in Place: Founded in 1995 in San Fran- 
cisco, the internationally renowned Futurefarmers 
group takes a collective, playful, inquiry-based 
approach to art making that spans multiple 
disciplines and ways of inhabiting the world. T 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 1la.m.-6 
p.m.; Thursdays, 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Continues through 
Aug. 12. $10. ybca.org/whats-on/futurefarmers- 
out-of-place-in-place?utm_source=sf-week- 
ly&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=fu- 
turefarmers&utm_content=calendar-listing. 701 
Mission, San Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview Room 
(The Hobart Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 
415-781-3893, varietync.org/screening-room. 

Brave New Jokes: Soma-free comedy with hosts 
Michael Brandon, Nicole Calasich, and Adrian 
McNair. Last Saturday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-864-3936, adobebooks.com. 

Casual Sets! Live Comedy!: Hosted by Levi Jacobs. 
First Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., $5, 
facebook.com/casualsetsoak. The Golden Bull, 
4l2 14th St., Oakland, 510-893-0803. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) 
a chance to unburden their minds at this regular 
night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, 
cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Chinese Ballroom: Long form and short form 
comedy improv. First Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $12-$15, chineseballroomimprov.com. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy show 
hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last Saturday of ev- 
ery month, 8 p.m., $15-$20, michaelbookerenter- 


tainment.com. Englander Sports Pub, 101 Parrott, 
San Leandro, 510-357-3571, englanderpub.com. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round comedy 
tournament featuring eight comedians all com- 
peting to be chosen as the champion. Unlike any 
other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give the 
power to the audience to choose who they want 
to see continue. Comedians literally live and die 
by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian Will Cole. 
Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, www. 
facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. The Purple 
Onion at Kell's, 530 Jackson St., San Francisco. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up-and- 
coming comedians alongside industry pros. Fri- 
days, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Saturdays, 
7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland.com. Spice 
Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 510-268-0170, 
spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Comedy Thursdays: Hosts Tony Sparks and Rudy 
Ortiz Thursdays, 8 p.m., Free. Il Pirata, 2007 16th 
St., San Francisco, 415-626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

David Koerchner: Fri., July 27, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat., 
July 28, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sun., July 29, 7:30 
p.m., $25. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, 
San Francisco, 415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

The Dirty Show: Stand-up gents Zack Chapaloni 
and Joe Gorman woo you to their comedic 
monthly rencontre in the only San Francisco bar 
that resembles a tricked-out ‘70s sex van. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. Kozy 
Kar, 1548 Polk, San Francisco, 415-346-5699, 
kozykar.com. 

Dog People Comedy: The show is produced and 
hosted by local favorite Valerie Vernale, Mary 
Bushee, Juan Medina and Luigi Dias. We present 
hilarious comedians from around the country as 
well as local up-and-coming stars. Last Thursday 
of every month, $5. Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth St., 
San Francisco, 415-546-6300, hotelutah.com. 

Downtown Comedy Night: Saturdays, 6-9 p.m., 
$15. Bar Fluxus, 18 Harlan Place, San Francisco. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Getting Sketchy! Free Sketch Comedy Workshop: 
Open Sketch Comedy workshop hosted by David 
Stolowitz. Brainstorm, share, write, refine, record, 
and produce great sketches for the Internet or 
your next show! May involve field trips around 
the mission. Donations to Mutiny Radio always 
welcome but not required. Sundays, 4-6 p.m., 415- 
550-0511, fireborn?7@gmail.com, www.facebook. 
com/events/1248736631894198/. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 2ist St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Greg Proops: Thu., July 26, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Fri., 
July 27, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $25. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Haight Ashbury Comedy Night: Come out to Haight 
Ashbury Comedy night at Milk Bar located in the 
heart of the historic Haight-Ashbury district to see 
some of SF's best comedic talent. Comedians on 
the show have been featured on NBC, ABC, MTV, 
Comedy Central, SF Sketchfest, Comedy Day and 
Punchline. Thursdays, $15. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Happy Hour Comedy Open Mic: Amateur under- 
ground standup comedy. Sign up at 5:30 pm or 
on Bay Area Facebook Comedy Network. Fridays, 
6-8 p.m., $5, 415-550-0511, director@mutinyradio. 
fm, www.MutinyRadio.fm. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st 
St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Harold Night: Join us for a night of long form 
improv comedy featuring house Harold teams 
Local Honey, Paint Dept, and JACKSON with 
occasional appearances by Harold class graduates 
or holiday-themed shows. Wednesdays, 9 p.m., $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, San 
Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 


HellaFunny Sundays: Like to laugh and have a good 
time? Then come to “‘HellaFunny Sundays” to 
see a mix of San Francisco's best comedians! 
Comedians on this showcase have been seen on 
Comedy Central, NBC, ABC, Viceland, MTV and 
many many more. Sundays, 7 p.m., $15. Neck of 
the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 415-387- 
6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

High Brow: Monthly meetup for jokers, smokers, 
and midnight tokers. Last Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & Queers: 
Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, with all 
genders welcome (but misogyny most definitely 
not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 1ith St., San 
Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy to 
see? Inside Baseball features all the kinds. A 
different lineup each week for 5 bucks at Stage 
Werx Theatre in SF. Wednesdays, 10-11:30 p.m., 
$5, insidebaseballcomedy.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Joke Workshop: Pam Benjamin moderates this 
weekly opportunity for San Francisco's amateur 
stand up comedians to perfect their craft and get 
some productive feedback. “If you're gonna give 
someone a s!@# sandwich, make the bread taste 
good” she tells prospective and aspiring comics. 
Mondays, 6-8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 17, 
415-550-0511, director@mutinyradio.fm, www. 
facebook.com/mutinyjokeworkshop/. Mutiny Ra- 
dio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Joking, Not Slurred: Every other Monday, 5 
p.m.-midnight, free. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-555-1337, oddjobsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by Griffin 
Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.com. 
Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-392- 
9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, the- 
basementsf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeon- 
mars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San 
Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

No, You're Drunk: The Drinking Game Comedy 
Show: With hosts Justin Gomes and Andrew 
Moore. Fourth Friday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $10. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., 
free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896- 
6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Pamtastic’s 
Comedy Clubhouse is every Friday 8-10pm 
bringing audiences the best of SF and beyond's 
underground comedy scene live, live streaming 
and podcast post at www.mutinyradio.fm Fridays, 
8 p.m., $10. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San 
Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Rajeev’s Big Night Out: Comedy ‘n’ rock ‘n’ roll 
with host Rajeev Dhar. Fourth Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Royale with Cheese: Hosted by Nick Palm. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/ComedyRoyale. The Royale, 800 Post, San 
Francisco, 415-441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Safe Words: Stand-up comedy at a gay leather 
bar with (not gay or leathery) host Kollin Holtz. 
First Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. S.F. 
Eagle, 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626-0880, 
sf-eagle.com. 

Scenes & Songs with Flash Mob Musical: Flash Mob 
Musical uses a one word suggestion to inspire a 
montage of scenes and songs made up entirely on 
the spot! No games. No narrative. No net. Fridays, 


8 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisa- 
tional theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

The Setup: A stand-up comedy show in the heart 
of San Francisco that features comedians from 
around the country as well as local rising stars. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m., $5. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, thebase- 
mentsf.com. 

SF Comedy Cellar: Every Wednesday, the newest 
stand-up showcase. Wednesdays, Free. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742- 
7222, thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? Let 
Endgames Improv turn headlines into punchlines 
at this interactive and spontaneous comedy show. 
Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, endgamesimprov. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 

Shit Creek: Summer-camp-style hijinks with Jesse 
Fernandez, DJ Real, Mary Van Note, and guests. 
First Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around the Bay 
Area and special guests. Hosted by Yuri Kagan. 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 298 Tith St., San 
Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest up 
and coming Bay Area comedians. The show also 
features hilarious interviews with each performer. 
Live music often follows the comedy show at 
9:30 pm. All comedy audience members receive 
a discounted cover charge to see the bands. 
Thursdays, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcomedyrsvp@ 
gmail.com, www.storkclubcomedy.eventbrite. 
com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510- 
444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Sunday Funnies: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi 
and guests. Last Sunday of every month, 5 p.m., 
free, dannydechi.com. Kawika’s Ocean Beach 
Deli, 734 La Playa, San Francisco, 415-221-2031, 
oceanbeachdeli.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase hosted 
by 3 of San Francisco's hardest working comedi- 
ans: Steve Post, Allison Mick, and Jim McVeigh. 
Each Wednesday, The Tabernacle features a 
strong, fresh, line-up of local heavy-hitters, bigger 
names you've seen on TV, and other out-of-town 
visitors. Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, face- 
book.com/tabernaclesf. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

This Week's Show: Fresh standup from the best com- 
ics in the Bay Area and beyond at San Francisco's 
top sports bar and nightclub--all for less than the 
price of a movie ticket. Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m., 
$10. Fort One Bar & Lounge, 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 415-671-8081, fortisf.com. 

Throwback Thursday: Every Thursday night, 
Chivalry Club gets the scoop on a photo from 
your past and then turns it into a raucous, 
hullaballoo of improvised comedy. Thursdays. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Thunderdome: 2 Teams. | Victor. Should they fail, the 
audience shall send them to the slaughterhouse. 
Should they succeed, the audience shall judge 
them yet again the following week as they face a 
new challenger! Tuesdays, $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

True Hustle Thursdays: Anthony Medina reunites 
much of the old Brainwash Cafe crew in this 
Mutineer spin on the classic open mic. K Britney 
Davis hosts a ladies segment to offer alternatives 
to the majority glut of straight men. Thursdays, 
T-9 p.m. Continues through Dec. 20, 415-550- 
0511, anthony@truehustleentertainment.com, 
truehustleentertainment.com. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
2\st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
$17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throck- 
morton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 142throck- 
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mortontheatre.com. 

Uncertainty Principle: Uncertainty Principle is 
duos improv. Two people enter. Two people do 
improv. No one dies. Wednesdays, 10 p.m., $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, 
thebasementsf.com. 

Women gettin Witty: An all female comedy showcase 
that premieres not only some of the best in the 
Bay but also comedians from all over California. 
Last Friday of every month, 8-9:30 p.m., $10, www. 
facebook.com/womengettinwitty/. The Purple 
Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., San Francisco. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at this 
long-running weekly comedy catharsis. Fridays, 
10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgamesimprov. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 
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Arri Eisen: In The Enlightened Gene, Emory Uni- 
versity Professor Dr. Arri Eisen explores the 
ways in which the integration of Buddhism with 
discoveries in the biological sciences can change 
our understanding of life. This understanding can 
impact how we live. Sat., July 28, 4-5:30 p.m., 
Free, 415-927-0960, zruskin@bookpassage. 
com, www.bookpassage.com/event/arri-eisen- 
enlightened-gene-san-francisco-store. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 
bookpassage.com. 


Fireside: Storytelling series whose events contain 
tales on specific themes. First Wednesday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $10-$15, firesidestorytelling.com. 
Chez Poulet, 3359 Cesar Chavez, San Francisco. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open mic 
with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., free/do- 
nation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 International, 
Oakland, 510-533-6629, eastsideartsalliance.com. 

Jennifer Raiser: The Art of Burning Man with Artist 
Michael Garlington, In Partnership with Alta 
Magazine, Every August, tens of thousands of par- 
ticipants gather to celebrate artistic expression 
in Nevada's barren Black Rock Desert. Burning 
Man: Art on Fire is an authorized collection of 
some of the most stunning examples of Burning 
Man art from Jennifer Raiser, Treasurer of the 
Burning Man Project. Tue., July 31, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Free, 415-927-0960, zruskin@bookpassage.com, 
www.bookpassage.com/event/jennifer-raiser- 
burning-man-art-fire-san-francisco-store. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 
bookpassage.com. 
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Kevin Allison: No topics are off-limits in Risk!, a 
collection of essays from beloved voices like 
Marc Maron and Aisha Tyler. In 2009, Kevin 
Allison launched Risk!, the live show and pod- 
cast where people tell true stories they never 
thought they'd dare to share. Thu., July 26, 
6-7:30 p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, zruskin@book- 
pasSage.com, www.bookpassage.com/event/ 
kevin-allison-risk-san-francisco-store. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 
bookpassage.com. 

Magnet Book Club: Monthly discussion of books by 
gay authors or featuring gay themes. Last Tuesday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Magnet, 4122 18th 
St., San Francisco, 415-581-1600, magnetsf.org. 

Poetry at the 33: Monthly open mic with featured 
poet. Last Tuesday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 
3300 Club, 3300 Mission, San Francisco, 415-826- 
6886, 3300club.com. 

Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at Porchlight 
host this open mic at which the best 5-minute 
story about the monthly theme wins $50. Last 
Monday of every month, 7 p.m., $5, porchlightsf. 
com. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San Francisco, 
415-923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Priya Satia: We have long understood the Industrial 
Revolution as a triumphant story of innovation 
and technology. Empire of Guns, a rich and 
ambitious new book by award-winning historian 
Priya Satia, upends this conventional wisdom 
with an entirely original approach. Wed., Aug. 
1, 6-7:30 p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, zruskin@® 
bookpassage.com, www.bookpassage.com/ 
event/priya-satia-empire-guns-san-francisco- 
store. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, 
San Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

Saeeda Hafiz: In her memoir The Healing, Saeeda 
Hafiz signs up for lessons in yoga and clean eating 
as Signifiers of her new middle class status, little 
realizing that her new lifestyle will bring her face 
to face with her inner demons. Sat., July 28, 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, zruskin@ 
bookpassage.com, www.bookpassage.com/event/ 
saeeda-hafiz-healing-san-francisco-store. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 
bookpassage.com. 

San Francisco's Queer Open Mic: Monthly LGBT 


readings (and more) since 2004. Fourth Friday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., donation, queeropenmic. 
com. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., 
San Francisco, 415-282-9246, moderntimes- 
bookstore.com. 

Saturday Night Special: Monthly literary open 
mic hosted by Hollie Hardy and Tomas Moniz. 
Last Saturday of every month, 7 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/pages/Saturday-Night-Special- 
an-East-Bay-open-mic/112174188880786. Nick's 
Lounge, 3218 Adeline, Berkeley, 510-652-4166, 
nickslounge.com. 

TMI Storytelling: Hosted by Gina Gold. Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 7 p.m., $10-$13, tmis- 
torytelling.com. 3KB Sports Bar, 3000 Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-465-2569, 3kbsportbar.com. 

Tuesdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free. North Beach Branch Library, 850 Columbus 
Ave, San Francisco, 415-355-5626, sfpl.org. 

Where's Waldo?: It seems like every year at this 
time Waldo goes missing! But we know he’s in the 
Ferry Building, so it's time for the Annual Hunt 
for Waldo in more than 20 Ferry Building stores. 
The search wraps up with a Prize Drawing on 
July 31. Diligent Waldo-seekers who complete a 
“Passport” stamped at participating shops are 
eligible to win! Get your “Find Waldo” Passport 
at Book Passage and start your search in our 
store., Waldo, Wenda, Woof, Wizard Whitebeard, 
and Odlaw have hidden FIVE special clues at 
Book Passage! Waldo and Book Passage have 
some surprises for every attendee! Tue., July 
31, 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Free, 415-835-1020, zruskin@ 
bookpassage.com, www.bookpassage.com/. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 
bookpassage.com. 
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Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects from 
the museum's permanent collection explore the 
major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sundays. 200 
Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Habitat Earth: 
The California Academy of Sciences’ newest 
planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turning 
the telescopes around and focusing on the 
greatest wonder of the universe — Earth itself 
— as it invites viewers to discover what it means 
to live in today’s connected world on the only 
planet known to sustain biodiversity and life. 
Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about the wild 
courtship and mating strategies in the animal 
kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses 
to seismic overload in this exhibit that includes 
a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, 
a recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like 
two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and more. 
Daily. Color of Life: The Academy's bright new 
summer show celebrates the chromatic diversity 
of nature with live animals, interactive displays, 
dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. Penguin 
Feeding: Watch as the Academy's flightless friends 
are offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive 
into the Academy's live coral tank and offer live 
explanations of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 
2:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn about the Reef 
Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 
Ssssnake Encounter: Get up close and personal 
with some of the Academy's scaly, slithering 
inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly 
afterhours party featuring dance music, drinks, 
scientific presentations, hands-on activities, and 
more for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. 
$10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
Calacademy.org. 

Chinese Historical Society of America. The 
Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the Cove- 
nant: Dave Lane, often described as ‘‘an outsider 
artist,” has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 
90-foot sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, 
and other objects that hang over the museum's 
central lobby. Like the eternal light that can be 
found in every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp 
can be seen as a symbol of higher connection — 
both literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium's earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one's awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location 
after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12- 
$15 (in addition to regular museum admission). 
Permanent Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Full-Spectrum 


Science: Exploratorium scientist Ron Hipschman 
lets you have fun with physics via hands-on 
activities and demonstrations that explore 
physical phenomena like sound, color, tempera- 
ture, etc. Fourth Thursday of every month, 8 
p.m.; Fourth Sunday of every month, 11 a.m., 2 & 
3:30 p.m. Pier 15, San Francisco, 415-528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting Art 


That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu curates 
a selection of visual art that recalls scenes 
from the heady, hot, turbulent days of gay 
life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently restored, 


this installation recreates the extravagant French 
Neoclassical interior of the Hétel de la Trémoille 
in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. Bowles Porcelain 
Gallery: Porcelain from England and continental 
Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., San 
Francisco, 415-750-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 


Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live pre- 


sentations about the animals who live at the 
museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, 
San Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 


Science Workshop: Each week kids and parents 
can participate in artistic activities that illuminate 
some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. 
$3-$5. Meet the Animals: Though the Randall's 
regular facilities in Corona Heights are tempo- 
rarily closed, the animals who live at the museum 
will make weekly trips down to the Mission for 
free live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-in Art Workshop: Get creative with arts and 
crafts projects for children and parents alike. 
Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San Francisco, 
415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative in- 
stallations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 


New Work: LANZA Atelier: This exhibition intro- 
duces three new projects by Mexico City-based 
architecture firm LANZA Atelier. It draws upon 
their interests in Mexico City’s architectural 
history and in bringing communications together 
through architectural interventions. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sublime Seas: Bringing together Akomfrah's 
immersive multi-channel video installation with 
a Sublime painting by Turner, this presentation 
encompasses the cruelty of the whaling industry, 
the slave trade and the plight of refugees and 
migrants. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sun- 
days, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Sept. 
16. Nothing Stable under Heaven: Featuring 
contemporary works from SFMOMA's collection 
in a wide range of media, this exhibition explores 
modes of communication and reflects on our 
charged political, social and environmental 
climate. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Sept. 16. Jim 
Campbell: Tilted Plane: This mesmerizing light 
installation features a suspended grid of hundreds 
of incandescent bulbs whose filaments have been 
replaced by custom LEDs. Visitors can step inside 
the work to experience the flickering patterns and 
angled image plane from different perspectives. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Sept. 16. Carolyn Drake: 
Wild Pigeon: This installation showcases 32 unique 
photographic collages made in collaboration 
with the people of Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region, presented in a newly dedicated space for 
recent contemporary photography acquisitions 
in the Pritzker Center for Photography. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Sept. 23. Selves and Others: 
This exhibition explores the complex nature of 
identity through photographic portraits of the 


self, family, lovers, friends and strangers made 
from the 19th century to the present, including 
work by Cindy Sherman, Yasumasa Morimura 
and Gillian Wearing, among others. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Sept. 23. 151 3rd St., San 
Francisco, 415-357-4000, www.sfmoma.org. 





Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 


spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanket- 
babylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-421-4222, beachblanketbabylon.com. 


David Burnham: David Burnham, Broadway star of 


Wicked, The Light in the Piazza, and Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, will bring 
his acclaimed one-man show, Mostly Broadway, 
to Feinstein’s at the Nikko for two performances 
only. In Mostly Broadway, David takes audiences 
ona musical journey with songs and tales from 
the Great White Way and beyond! Fri., July 27, 8 
p.m.; Sat., July 28, 8 p.m., $18.75. Feinstein’s at 
the Nikko, 222 Mason, San Francisco, 415-394-1111, 
hotelnikkosf.com. 


The Hunchback Of Notre Dame: Bay Area Musicals 


will close its’ season with the luscious musical--- 
brought you by the winning team behind Aladdin, 
Little Mermaid, and Beauty & the Beast---The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame. Based on the Victor 
Hugo novel and songs from the Disney animated 
feature, The Hunchback of Notre Dame showcases 
the film's Academy Award-nominated score, as 
well as new songs by Menken and Schwartz. 
See www.bamsf.org for full information Thurs- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 5, $35-$65. 
Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-863-7576, victoriatheatre.org. 

Too, Sing America: Using a diverse cast of sing- 
ers, actors, poets, and performers, “'I, Too, Sing 
America” honors and weaves the perspectives 
and experiences of American artists of color with 
poetry, song, music and movement, featuring 
Original compositions by Othello Jefferson. The 
performances of “I, Too, Sing America” are on 
Friday, July 27 at 8PM and Saturday, July 28 at 
2PM and 8PM in the celebrated Buriel Clay The- 
ater. With a company of thirty-one dancers and 
singers, ‘‘I, Too, Sing America” highlights poetic 
works by artists including Langston Hughes, Jean 
Toomer, Beyonce, Frances Chung, Gwendolyn 
Brooks, Alice Walker and more. The performances 
are under the musical direction Othello Jefferson 
with choreographic direction by Christine Chung; 
produced and directed by Jamie Yuen-Shore. Fri., 
July 27, 8 p.m.; Sat., July 28, 2 & 8 p.m., $30. Buriel 
Clay Theater, 762 Fulton, San Francisco, 415-762- 
2071, african-americanshakes.org. 


The Marsh Berkeley Presents “Can You Dig It?: 


The ‘60s": Due to popular demand, Don Reed's 
wonderfully wild autobiographical trilogy ‘Can 
You Dig It?: The “60s” will transfer to The Marsh 
Berkeley. Hot on the heels of the hilarious 
and critically acclaimed “East 14th” and ‘The 
Kipling Hotel,’ Reed (HBO, “Snap Judgment,” 
Amazon Prime) takes Bay Area audience mem- 
bers on a nostalgic ride through the amusing 
and oftentimes turbulent 1960s and beyond. 
Reed's solo show takes place before his father 
became a pimp, before little Donnie was forced 
into that door-knocking religion, and includes 
some mind-blowing and unbelievably true tales 
never before revealed in the original production. 
Saturdays, 5 p.m.; Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. Continues 
through July 29, $20, 415-282-3055 (Monday 
through Friday, 1-4pm), marsh@themarsh.org, 
themarsh.org/can_you_dig_it/don-reed-berke- 
ley-2/. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 
themarsh.org. 


The Marsh San Francisco Extends “The Waiting 


Period”: The Marsh San Francisco adds six 
free performances of Brian Copeland's “The 
Waiting Period,” due to ongoing support from 
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a GoFundMe campaign. This deeply moving and 
surprisingly funny work outlines Copeland's 
own struggles with depression and suicidal 
thought, and is presented at no cost to remove 
all barriers for those who may be struggling with 
depression themselves. Featuring humorous, 
poignant, and riveting insights, the solo show is 
written by Brian Copeland and directed by David 
Ford. Sun., July 29, 2 p.m., General admission is 
free, although reservations are recommended, 
415-282-3055 (Monday through Friday, 1-4pm), 
marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh.org/waitingpe- 
riod/brian-copeland-4/. The Marsh Theater, 1062 
Valencia, San Francisco, themarsh.org. 


The Marsh San Francisco Presents “Stop Stopping 


the Unstoppable”: Everyone wants to be as 
successful as Hollywood stars, don’t they? “‘Trans- 
formation Artist to the Stars’’ Dale Thornhammer, 
played by comedian and YouTube star Ross 
Everett, takes audiences through his life-changing 
tutorial offering a satirical look at the world of 
personal development and motivational seminars 
with “Stop Stopping the Unstoppable.” Parodying 
the self-important inspirational tactics of spiritual 
gurus and self-help evangelists, this solo show 
at The Marsh creates an experience filled with 
audience participation that has one laughing, 
thinking, loving and growing, all while exploring 
topics such as relationships, manifestation, and 
harnessing energy. Fridays, 8 p.m.; Fridays, 8:30 
p.m. Continues through July 28, $20, 415-282- 
3055 (Monday through Friday, 1-4pm), marsh@ 
themarsh.org, themarsh.org/stop_unstoppable/ 
ross-everett/. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, themarsh.org. 


The Marsh San Francisco Presents “The Clyde 


Always Show": Wednesdays this summer at The 
Marsh San Francisco will be a bit more poetic and 
then some, with the weekly offering of “The Clyde 
Always Show” beginning in July. The Bard of the 
Lower Haight's solo performance includes raucous, 
uplifting, and profoundly fun-loving zaniness, 
featuring shiver-giving tall-tales, foot-stomping 
songs, hilarious monologues-in-verse covering 
everything under the urban overhang, and more. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Aug. 29, 
$20, 415-282-3055 (Monday through Friday, 


1-4pm), marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh.org/ 
clyde_always/clyde-always-the-bard-of-the- 
lower-haight/. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, themarsh.org. 


The Marsh San Francisco Presents ‘What They 


Said About Love”: Steve Budd's “What They 
Said About Love” will transfer from The Marsh 
Berkeley to The Marsh San Francisco in July. In 
this absorbing solo show, which was the “‘Best of 
Fringe” winner for the 2016 San Francisco Fringe, 
Steve wonders why other people can—and why 
he can't-tie the knot. In “What They Said About 
Love,” Budd sheds light on how people meet and 
make it to the altar, the push and pull of relation- 
ships, singles who can’t seem to settle down, and 
more. Thursdays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. Contin- 
ues through Aug. 18, $35, 415-282-3055 (Monday 
through Friday, 1-4pm), marsh@themarsh.org, 
themarsh.org/what_they_said_about_love/steve- 
budd/. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San 
Francisco, themarsh.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, perfor- 


mance artists, and others take the stage at this 
regular staging of works in progress. Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 


PianoFight's ShortLived VII: The nation’s largest, 


audience-judged theater competition, Piano- 
Fight’s ShortLived VII, returns with 48 short plays 
competing for $5,000. Thursdays-Saturdays, 
8-9:30 p.m. Continues through Aug. 4, $20-$40, 
415-816-3691, infotron@pianofight.com, pianofight. 
com/shortlived-vii. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, pianofight.com. 


A Place to Belong: Inspired by the real-life stories 


of teens from rapidly changing neighborhoods in 
Oakland and the Mission, Bayview, and Fillmore 
districts of San Francisco, this world premiere 
combines a cast of young actors from A.C.T.'s 
Education & Community Programs, Destiny Arts 
Center in Oakland, A.C.T.’s Young Conservatory, 
and the M.F.A. Program. Now inits fourth year, the 
Collaborative Youth Arts Project initiative brings 
together a diverse group of young actors from the 
Bay Area to create a play articulating social justice 
issues confronting today's teens. Thu., July 26, 7 
p.m.; Fri., July 27, 7 p.m. The Strand, 1127 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 
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The Mediator 





By Jonathan Curiel 


In the summers from 1972 to 
1975, as America was experiencing a 
deep change in attitudes about commer- 
cial displays of sex, photographer Susan 
Meiselas traveled to small towns across 
New England, Pennsylvania, and South 
Carolina to attend carnival shows where 
women gyrated on stages for horny 
men. 

These out-of-the-way performances 
amid Ferris wheels and pony rides — 
encouraged by yelling barkers (“They 
know what you want to see!”) and sig- 
nage that emphasized the attendees’ 
desires (“Girls, Girls, Girls!”) — were a 
complicated spectacle of public desire 
and exploitation. But for a few of the 
performers, they were full of female 
empowerment, something Meiselas 
captured in a 1976 book, Carnival 
Strippers, that she knew would deeply 
challenge readers and viewers. “Like 
the show,” Meiselas would write, “the 
book represents coexistent aspects of 
a phenomenon, one which horrifies, 
one which honors.” 

Horrifies and honors. That has 
been a constant theme with Meiselas’ 
major projects since Carnival Strippers, 
whether it’s the bloody fighting she 
photographed during Nicaragua’s San- 
dinista revolution in the late 1970s, 
the massacre of Salvadoran civilians 
in the early 1980s, Iraq’s atrocities 
against its Kurdish population in the 
late 1980s, or the domestic violence 
that Meiselas spotlighted in San Fran- 
cisco in the early 90s. Meiselas, who 
recently turned 70, is still undertaking 
major assignments, but she interrupt- 
ed her schedule to attend last week’s 
opening of her SFMOMA retrospec- 
tive, “Susan Meiselas: Mediations,” 
which is an extravaganza of photos, 
videos, journals, correspondence, and 
the personal connections that Meise- 
las always makes with each project. 

Meiselas didn’t just sneak into the 
carnivals and photograph from the 
margins. She befriended the strippers. 
She spoke with the male patrons. She 
recorded their feelings and their car- 
nival encounters. Many of the women 
stayed in touch, with one stripper 
writing in 1977 to say she was em- 
barking on a new life: “Well, I started 
school... My subjects [are] Philoso- 
phy, Humanities, Sociology, English 
Literature ... Philosophy is the only 
one I find confusing.” 

In her subjects’ eyes, Meiselas was 
the photographer who cared about 
them, a former public-school teacher 


Susan Meiselas, Lena on the Bally Box, Essex Junction, Vermont, 1973, 
from the series Carnival Strippers, 1972-75. 


from New York who saw their human- 
ity despite troubling conditions that 
might scare off other photographers. 
One of the exhibit’s highlights was 
Meiselas’ famous 1979 photo, Molotov 
Man, of an armed Sandinista soldier 
throwing a Molotov cocktail, which 
SFMOMA pairs with a filmed 1990 
interview with the man, Pablo Jests 
Arauz, that Meiselas did in Nicaragua 
as a follow-up project. 

She also returned to the country 
10 years later, for a project in which 
she erected oversized images from her 
1979 series on the very ground where 
she had taken them. In the days before 
her SFMOMA opening, Meiselas was 
in Nicaragua for even more follow-up 
work in a country where Daniel Orte- 
ga, the Sandinista leader who’s now 
the country’s president, committed 
some of the same autocratic military 
operations that he once protested. 
Once again, now as a septuagenarian, 
Meiselas is documenting civil resis- 
tance in Central America. SFMOMA’s 


exhibit includes a free Meiselas post- 
card that has photos of Nicaragua’s 
newest violence, including one that 
shows an armed protester who’s re- 
markably similar to Molotov Man. 

“Nicaragua is in crisis again, and 
people are in the streets again — but 
this time it’s not a civil war, they’re 
unarmed, so it’s a civil resistance,” 
Meiselas told SF Weekly as she stood in 
the exhibit during a preview crowded 
with guests and well-wishers. “I was 
there two weeks ago, and I made this 
postcard on Monday because the situ- 
ation is intensifying. It’s very hard to 
get eyes to focus, and none of us know 
what we can do to put the pressure on 
people even being aware of the situa- 
tion in all of Central America. The con- 
ditions in these countries have been 
impacted by some of our activities 
over decades. In Nicaragua, the will of 
people will be to continue to resist. It 
makes a historical exhibition all the 
more timely.” 

To call Meiselas “feisty” is an un- 





© Susan Meiselas/Magnum Photos 


derstatement. It takes nerve to impose 
yourself in a war environment, moxie 
to hang around and photograph the 
aftermath of mass murder, and com- 
posure (and a trained eye) to capture 
moments that are complex and visual- 
ly striking. And her gift for sui generis 
images has been recognized. Meiselas 
may be the only photographer whose 
awards include a MacArthur fellow- 
ship (frequently called “the genius 
grant’), a Guggenheim fellowship, a 
Harvard Arts Medal, a Robert Capa 
Gold Medal (which the Overseas Press 
Club of America gives annually to the 
“best published photographic report- 
ing from abroad requiring exceptional 
courage and enterprise’), and the Has- 
selblad Award, which is considered one 
of photography’s most prestigious. 
Still, Meiselas has consistently 
questioned photography’s ability to 
change society. And that’s why she has 
frequently gone beyond just taking 
and publishing photos, as with her on- 
line Kurdish archive that amalgamates 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


AX, 


a trove of historic Kurdish photos, sto- 
ries, and maps. Numbering in the tens 
of millions, the Kurds have lived for 
thousands of years across the Middle 
East but have suffered through op- 
pressive rule in Iraq, Syria, and other 
countries. Meiselas’ archive acts as “a 
collective memory with a people who 
have no national archive.” SFMOMA’s 
exhibit pulls from the archive, putting 
old photographs and other materials 
under glass, which treats them as 
precious objects and magnifies their 
importance as historic records. Sadd- 
am Hussein wanted to decimate the 
Kurds, gassing them with chemical 
weapons. He sent troops to kill fam- 
ilies and villages. Thousands died. 
Meiseles visited the northern Iraqi 
villages where Kurds were discovering 
bones and bodies, and has returned 
again and again. 

For decades, American media 
outlets that care about international 
news — including The New York Times, 
The New Yorker, and TIME — have fea- 
tured Meiselas’ photography on their 
covers and prominent inside pages. 
Readers will never forget the images, 
even if they didn’t know that Meiselas 
took them. At the SFMOMA previews, 
attendees swarmed around her, want- 
ing to take their photos with her and 
laud her in person. As SF Weekly was 
interviewing Meiselas, a man from the 
crowd interrupted to convey personal 
greetings from a Nicaraguan contact 
who'd met Meiselas many years ago. 
SFMOMA is the only U.S. venue for 
“Susan Meiselas: Mediations,” and the 
interrupting man didn’t want to miss 
the opportunity to convey his friend’s 
personal greetings. Minutes later, 
another man interrupted SF Weekly’s 
conversation — this time to ask how 
often Meiselas goes back to Central 
American countries where she takes 
wartime images. 

That’s how it is for Meiselas, whose 
photographs have been exhibited in 
museum and gallery settings for de- 
cades. Meiselas is both an art-world 
celebrity and a journalistic one. Like 
Sebastiao Salgado, Meiselas pivots eas- 
ily between both mediums. And like 
Salgado, she encourages people to do 
more than “look.” A single person can 
change a small corner of the world, 
she says — as in Taymour Abdullah 
Ahmad, a Kurdish boy who survived 
one of Hussein’s worst massacres and 
whose image Meiselas captured in 
1991 and published in her 1997 book, 
Kurdistan: In the Shadow of History. 
Meiselas also filmed Ahmad’s testimo- 
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ny against Hussein in the dictator’s 
2005-06 criminal trial. Both media 
are at SFMOMA, where curators have 
bookended Meiselas’ work in the 
Middle East and Latin America with 
two projects that focus on girls and 
women: Meiselas’ series on the lives 
of friends who lived in New York’s 
Little Italy neighborhood (“Prince 
Street Girls: 1975-92”), and Meiselas’ 
2013-14 series of women workers 
in the spice market of Marrakech in 
Morocco (“20 dirhams or 1 photo?”). 
In Marrakech, Meiselas set up 
a studio in the market and asked 
the women if she could photograph 
them. If they said “yes,” they could 
keep the image for themselves or 
let Meiselas keep it and be paid 20 
dirhams (or about $2 American). At 
SFMOMA, the displayed project is 
a cascade of photos interrupted by 
frames that have 20 dirham notes 
and 50 dirham notes. (Meiselas 
increased the payout to 50 dirhams 
when “20 dirhams or 1 photo?” was 
exhibited anew.) The bills feature 
a young image of Morocco’s King 
Mohammed VI, so the wall is a sur- 
real assemblage of pious Marrakech 
women, most of whom have their 
hair covered, staring at the camera 
alongside bills that feature a man 
who inherited his position to rule 
over the country. 


Mr. Foggy's 
Neighborhood 


The influences that Jason Jagel 
brings to his artwork include a who’s- 
who of eclecticism, among them painter 
Philip Guston, artist Bruce Conner, car- 
toonist Chris Ware, singer Dudley Per- 
kins, writer Haruki Murakami, 
director-animator Hayao Miyazaki, and 
a long list of others who, if you look 
closely at Mr. Foggy’s Neighborhood, 
might be apparent. 

But Jagel is his own person, and 
Mr. Foggy’s Neighborhood has the ar- 
tistic and stylistic touches that have 
made Jagel an in-demand muralist 
around San Francisco. A pastiche of 
connected characters and scenes an- 
chor the mural, but they form an el- 
liptical story that prompts passers-by 
to guess at the connections. 

“Ambiguity is important to me 
— for its ability to harness imag- 
ination,’ Jagel, a Mission District 
resident, tells SF Weekly. “I don’t 
name my characters, and they largely 
aren't reoccurring, so they exist in 
their own universe of beingness. Part 
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Male privilege and hierarchical 
status were also prevalent in Car- 
nival Strippers. Around the world, 
women are still dealing with issues 
of inequality. That hasn’t changed in 
the 40 years that Meiselas has been 
documenting the world. And it’s 
one of the subjects that continues 
to motivate her work. “I wake up in 
the morning, I pick up one foot and I 
put it down — and then I figure out 
if I’m going backwards or forwards,” 
Meiselas joked with SF Weekly about 
how she stays active. And with that 
comment, she went backward into a 
scrum of people who wanted to talk 
with her for hours. It was the kind of 
crowded scene — with conversations 
happening in every direction — that 
Meiselas has experienced throughout 
her career, only this time she wasn’t 
there with a camera to document 
everything. This time, that was up to 
other people. 


Jonathan Curiel has covered art and cul- 
ture for SF Weekly since 2010. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 


“Susan Meiselas: Mediations” 
Through Oct. 21 at SFMOMA, 
151 Third St. $19-$25; 
415-347-4000 or sfmoma.org. 


of my impulse for this mural was to 
have all the characters interrelated in 
a way — either gesturally or behav- 
iorally, or just touching in proximity.” 
So the mural has two people read- 
ing above a cloud — a scene based on 
Jagel and one of his two daughters 
— while a much bigger figure hovers 
overhead. Near them, a woman rests 
her hand on the shoulder of a capped 
man. As the figures are looking in 
opposite directions, their hands (and 
the hands of others) play a central 
role in Mr. Foggy’s Neighborhood. 
Jagel’s other San Francisco murals 
include one at UN Plaza near Seventh 
and Market streets, one on the out- 
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Susan Meiselas, Widow 
at mass grave found in 
Koreme, Northern Iraq, 
1992. : 


side of a homeless shelter on Golden 
Gate Avenue, a temporary one inside 
SFO Terminal (When Pink Elephants 
Fly), and one at Balboa Pool (All My 
Friends at Once). 

Jagel has artistic family roots. His 
father, John Jagel, was a painter and 
a student of the celebrated abstract 
painter and colorist Josef Albers. 
Like his dad, who died in 2006, Jason 
Jagel has done album covers. (John 
Jagel’s best-known work is the cool 
cover of jazz saxophonist Ornette 
Coleman’s 1962 release Ornette!) 

But while his dad stayed on the East 
Coast, where he taught in colleges, 
Jason Jagel moved to the Bay Area, 


where he has also taught in colleges 
after getting a bachelor’s degree from 
California College of the Arts and 
an MFA from Stanford University. 
Another thing the Jagels have in 
common is their emphasis on color. 
The blues and yellows of Ornette! 
are fantastical, as is the palette of 
reddish-orange hues that appear 
throughout Mr. Foggy’s Neighborhood. 
“My dad was red-green col- 
or-blind, so in his studio as a kid, 
my brother and I would watch him 
looking at tubes of paint to read the 
labels,” says Jagel, who painted Mr. 
Foggy’s Neighborhood in 2016, when 
it was sponsored by the Clement 
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Courtesy of Jason Jagel 


Street Merchants Association and 
then-district supervisor Eric Mar. “I 
spent countless hours mixing paint. 
And mixing paint for me is the core 
of the craft that I do. There’s this 
labor involved that is very medi- 
tative. It’s a state that’s really rich 
with ideas and possibilities. I enjoy 
pushing colors around to places 
where they feel non-obvious. I find 
a color that can hold the possibility 
of imagination rather than advertise 
its nature. I do that in my public art 
a lot. The DNA of my public art are 
arrangements of nuanced shape and 
color.” Jonathan Curiel 


ARTS & CULTURE \ FILM REVIEWS & SHOWTIMES AAAAALLLLLALLLL 


MILFORD GRAVES FULL MANTIS 


Not rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater. 


Jake Milgin’s experimental documentary Mil- 
ford Graves Full Mantis opens with an epigram cred- 
ited to the film’s subject, legendary free-jazz drum- 
mer Milford Graves: “Look at the room downstairs, 
look at the garden outside. Don’t try to analyze it. 
Just take it in.” The film takes place primarily in 
the house of that aforementioned room and gar- 
den — which is in New York, but wouldn’t be out 
of place in Bolinas — and the great irony is that 
Graves himself spends much of the running time 
analyzing not only those locations but also his 
music, his body, and how they all interact. While 
his fascination with nature knows no bounds, 

“full mantis” referring to the inspiration he takes 
from the praying mantis, he also fully embraces 
technology. (Notably, a printout of Ray Kurzweil’s 
definition of the Singularity is taped to the side of 
the computer the 76-year-old Graves uses to turn 
his own body’s sounds into electronic music.) The 
often-mesmerizing Milford Graves Full Mantis is 
also one of those documentaries where you wish 
the music being played identified onscreen at the 
time, but judging from the closing credits, the 
wonderful drone-and-electronic-boopery around 
the one-hour mark is “Unreleased electronic music 
heartbeat recordings and LabVIEW sonifications 
by Milford Graves.” It isn’t on iTunes, but it fully 
deserves to be. Sherilyn Connelly 


Milford Graves Full Mantis» 


Ny o 


Courtesy of fullmantis.com 





SAN FRANCISCO JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 37, WEEK TWO 


Now Playing at the Castro Theatre. 


The second week of this year’s San Francisco Jewish Film Festival continues In Astrid Schult’s narrative chamber drama Winter Hunt, a young woman feigns 


to provide fascinating new looks into age-old themes. After last week’s Blue 
Note Records: Beyond the Notes, this week’s offering in the festival’s blacksish / 
jewsish spotlight exploring the intersection between the two cultures is Sam 
Pollard’s documentary Sammy Davis, Jr.: ’'ve Gotta Be Me. Davis, Jr. is a per- 
former whose life only gets more fascinating with each passing decade, and 
Pollard looks at the many contradictions he embodied, being a Black man who 


a car accident on a dark night to make her way into the home of an aging Aus- 
chwitz guard and his adult daughter — but getting the former Nazi to admit 

to his crimes proves even more challenging than she expected. And while the 
SFJFF doesn’t yet have a Virtual Reality component like many other festivals, 
Winter Hunt is preceded by a thematically relevant short documentary Nazi VR, 
which looks at how a virtual re-creation of Auschwitz was used in the trial of 


converted to Judaism and bore the brunt of racist jokes from Sinatra in the Rat real-life former SS guard Reinhold Hanning. SC 
Pack, while eventually supporting noted bigot and anti-Semite Richard Nixon. 
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FILM EVENTS & 


REPERTORY 


Balboa Theatre. Balboa Classics: Classic 


movies every week. Thursdays, 7:30 
p.m. Popcorn Palace: Every Saturday 
at 10 a.m. $10 gets ticket plus popcorn 
and drink! Saturdays, 10 a.m. Balboa 
Beer Movies: Saturdays, 10 p.m. 3630 
Balboa, San Francisco, 415-221-2184, 
balboamovies.com. 


Brava Theater Center. Remember Los 


Siete: Join Brava Studio Sessions when 
we present a work in progress showing 
of Vero Majano's multimedia perfor- 
mance, ‘Remember Los Siete." Utilizing 
archival film, audio interviews, and 
personal history, Majano’s “Remember 
Los Siete” is an artist's response to the 
under-documented story of the seven 
men know as Los Siete, and the story's 
lasting effect on the San Francisco 
Mission community and the artist's place 
within it. Tue., July 31, 7-8:30 p.m. Free 
(donations accepted). www.brava.org/ 
all-events/2018/7/31/remember-los-si- 
ete. 2781 24th St., San Francisco, 415-641- 
7657, brava.org. 


Clay Theatre. 7he Rocky Horror Picture Show: 


The Bawdy Caste performs onstage 
while the ultimate cult film plays in the 
background. Last Saturday of every 
month, 11:59 p.m. $9-$10. 2261 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
clay-theatre. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly 


thematic film screenings presented in 
the Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s 
Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. Free 
with museum admission. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, explorato- 
rium.edu. 


Roxie Theater. Along For The Ride: Film- 


maker Nick Ebeling profiles the profes- 
sional exile and eventual re-emergence 
of Dennis Hopper following the making 
of “The Last Movie.” Daily. “Goth Girl” 
Andree Clement Double Feature: Midcen- 
tury Productions presents a double fea- 
ture of rare and distinctive 1946 French 
film noirs showcasing the unique talents 
of actress Andrée Clément, who MCP’s 
Don Malcolm calls “the first ‘Goth girl’ 
for her modern look, her intensity and 
her unique mingling of darkness and in- 
nocence.’’ Clément (1918-1954) was one 
of the most unusual actresses in 40s and 
50s French film, with much of her short 
career (just 13 films) centered in French 
noir. The films are DEVIL'S DAUGHTER (LA 
FILLE DU DIABLE) and THE BACK STREETS 
OF PARIS (MACADAM). Thu., July 26, 7:15 
& 9 p.m. $12. Milford Graves Full Mantis 
: In making a documentary portrait 
of a genius like percussionist Milford 
Graves, a giant of experimental free jazz, 
filmmaker Jake Meginsky couldn't very 
well go the usual stodgy talking heads 
route. Instead he matches interviews 
with Graves, a charismatic polymath 
and tireless worker residing in Queens 
and still bubbling over at seventy-six 
with disparate enthusiasms including 
Chinese medicine, martial arts, and 
biorhythm-based beats, to an appro- 
priately idiosyncratic editing cadence 
which includes some truly astonishing 
archival footage. A rare music doc that 
lays down its own unpredictable beat. 
Fri., July 27, 9 p.m. $11. 3117 16th St., San 
Francisco, 415-863-1087, roxie.com. 









WEEKLY SPECIALS 


TEAM SPIRIT 


SUNDAY. PM - 2 AM): 
WEAR YOUR FAVORITE TEAM JERSEY OR 
CAP FOR $10 OFF ENTRY 


MILITARY MONDAY: 


FREE ENTRY FOR ALL ACTIVE MILITARY 
& VETS ID REQ. 


DOUBLE TROUBLE 


TUESDAY: 
2 FOR 1 ENTRY ALL DAY & NIGHT 


WAY BACK 


WEDNESDAY 7 em- 2 an: 
ENJOY HITS FROM THE 70'S, 80'S & 90'S 
ALL NIGHT 


BIG HITTER 


THURSDAYS ¢ em-2 am: 
COME PARTY WITH US FOR YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN TIX TO A SF GIANTS GAME! 


LADIES NIGHT 


SATURDAY: 
LADIES BRING A FRIEND FOR 2-4-1 ENTRY 


TAKE 1/2 OFF! 


BRING 
IN ANOTHER 
CLUB'S PASS 
FOR 1/2 OFF 
ENTRY! 


Offer not valid during special events 

































XXX | Lute Peatire 


SIND YG 
STARFALL 


MARICA 
HASE 


AUGUST 
2ND - 4TH 


SHOWTIMES: 


UPCOMING FEATURES 






ANN | Aeatire 
AUGUST 9TH - 11TH 
VICKI CHASE 


SEPTEMBER 20TH - 22ND 
JESSA RHODES 


OCTOBER 16TH - 18TH 
DELILAH DANIELS & 

THURS: 10:30PM 

FRI. & SAT. 10:30PM & 1:30AM | CHARLIE CHASER 


$10 OFF ENTRY 
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CRAZY HORSE GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 
980 MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102 // 415-771-6259 
(GF) @OFFICIALCRAZYHORSESF [J GCRAZYHORSESFAPP [fj] @CRAZVHORSESF 









OFFER VALID AFTER SPM 
AUGUST 2ND - 4TH 
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Kink After 
the Armory 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


“Women in porn don’t get sexu- 
ally harassed the way women in the main- 
stream do,” says Kink.com CEO Alison 
Boden. “I, for the last however many years, 
have been a woman in technology and 
that’s had some shake-ups, too. I’ve always 
been shocked by how terribly women are 
treated in mainstream — not adult — 
companies. I’ve never dealt with anything 
even remotely like that.” 

Boden took the helm of the 21-year- 
old adult-entertainment company ear- 
lier this spring, shortly after it vacated 
its longtime home in the fortress-like 
San Francisco Armory. In person and on 
paper, she’s every bit the opposite of her 
flamboyant predecessor, Peter Acworth, 
a forceful presence who drew headlines 
in 2013 for an incident involving guns 
and an arrest for cocaine possession. 
(He was nonetheless the subject of 
Christina Voros’ documentary, Kink, the 
following year.) In a sunny, south-facing 
conference room with some of her staff 
at the new offices on Mission Street 
in SoMa, we're joined by a friendly 
Lhasa Apso named Boris. There are no 
kitschy oil paintings of bound women, 
no cavernous hallways, and it’s highly 
doubtful that a creek runs through a 
sub-basement. In other words, it’s a 
normal office. 

“I was ready for air conditioning,” 
Boden says. 

While #MeToo has swept through 
journalism, fashion, and Hollywood, 
adult entertainment has not seen a 
widespread reaction against outmoded 
hierarchies and gender politics. Al- 
though she notes that female CEOs are 
relatively few, Boden believes there are 
several reasons for this. 

“Everyone has to sort of be grown up 
around sex,’ she says of the workplace. 
“I think there’s also a certain amount of 
self-selection. A lot of people can’t have 
this job because they don’t want to deal 
with the stigma.” 

There's also a very high level of 
awareness built into the industry. You 
might call it the gospel of consent. Or, 
as Matt Slusarenko, Kink’s marketing 
director, puts it: “We’re so focused on 
consent that we might as well be called 
Consent.com.” 

This ethos, which seems to have 
eluded the casting couch and The New 
Republic until recently, is pervasive. 
Kink’s mission is to shape a better com- 
munity for people whose sexual desires 
are quote-unquote deviant, and its mod- 
els — the industry term for performers 
— are asked for their feedback. If they 
didn’t like a certain fetish scene, or a 
certain director, Kink will publish that 
in the interests of transparency. It’s the 


ethical course of action and it makes for, 
well, hotter videos. 

“We've built specific rules so that we 
can feel good about selling a product and 
the world can feel good about consum- 
ing it,” Slusarenko says. 

While the world might be moving 
forward on previously taboo issues 
such as trans rights and cannabis, por- 
nogrpahy remains a cultural flashpoint 
— and do the rights of sex workers. 

The anti-trafficking legislation known 
as SESTA/FOSTA was so broad as to 
harm the people it was theoretically 
designed to protect, and Cal/OSHA’s 
approach to porn shoots approaches the 
intensity of a multigenerational vendet- 
ta. Meanwhile, Republican legislators 
have blamed porn for school shootings, 
Rudy Giuliani has used Stormy Daniels’ 
history as a performer to discredit her 
allegations against the president, and an 
increasingly censorious climate regard- 
ing male misbehavior in the workplace 
and elsewhere has brought renewed 
scrutiny to sex generally. 

“No one’s going to say, publicly, 
‘Porn’s OK!” Boden says. “But as an 
industry, we kind of need to have each 
other’s backs. For me, it’s about how do 
we support the folks who are out there 
in front of the firing squad?” 

That means taking a stand directly 
and not having feisty organizations like 
the Free Speech Coalition fight on the 
industry’s behalf. Further, as was the 
case with alt-weekly newspapers, the 
internet wasn’t an unmitigated boon 
for the porn industry, but rather a com- 
plicated force. (Substitute Pornhub for 
Craigslist and you get the idea.) Kink 
recently consolidated its various chan- 
nels into one, from which viewers may 
select Fucking Machines or Electrosluts 
or whatever their preference may be, 

a cost-saving measure that also made 
aesthetic sense. 

And Boden says that having a found- 
er hover in the background — Acworth 
has largely moved into real estate, but 
he’s still involved with the company — 
hasn’t been much of an issue, either. His 
wisdom is there when she needs it. But 
he remains enough of a presence that 
when a trend called nuru massage — a 
combination of naked oil-wrestling and 
full-body massage — first came into 
Kink’s field of vision, everyone was 
reluctant to admit to Acworth that they 
didn’t know what it was. But it turned 
out that neither did he. 

Kink and its headcount of 48 em- 
ployees are still settling in. 2018 will be 
a transitional year, so the company has 
no events scheduled for Up Your Alley 
or the Folsom Street Fair. But the space 
suits them. 

“You're not lurking about on this one 
floor where you feel like you're an incon- 
venience because Mary J. Blige might be 
there at some point, and there’s a line 
of teenagers,” Slusarenko says. “We had 
an all-hands meeting, and everyone was 
crying. There’s not this constant remind- 
er of what it used to be.” 


pkane@sfweekly.com 
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Hygge AF 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Nordic countries are anything 
but the land of plenty, with an aesthetic 
rooted in a constant awareness of scarcity, 
of winter that picks up again not long after 
it tapers off. In its short growing season, 
Alaska’s Mat-Su Valley produces thou- 
sand-pound pumpkins, their vines photo- 
synthesizing the midnight sun. But 
Scandinavia doesn't typically go for grotes- 
queries like that. Rather, it’s all about 
hygge, the “Danish national manifesto” of 
coziness and contentment, like listening 
to Carole King’s Tapestry and drinking 
green tea with a purring cat in your lap, or 
keeping a homemade candle lit under a 
wind turbine in a driving rainstorm while 
also leaving your baby unattended. 
Kantine, the Scandinavian breakfast- 
and-lunch spot from husband-and- 
wife team Chef Nichole Accettola and 
Joachim Majholm, embodies this. A 
Nopa alum who lived in Copenhagen 
for a decade and a half, Accettola faced 
down some neighbors who grumbled 
over the closure of the Little Holly- 
wood Laundrette, which previously 
occupied the space next to the Orbit 
Room that Kantine now occupies. The 
laundromat’s muraled walls and potted 
plants were as far from the space’s new 
white interior as a hot wash cycle is 
from vinterbadning. It could have gone 
cutesy-bland, but instead, it’s warm and 
inviting. Calling Kantine cozy might be 
a stretch, but the sunniest corner has 
upholstered benches and the lettered 
signs you take once you order — for it is 
indeed fast-casual — have the names of 
Swedish musicians on them, from Tove 
Lo to the Cardigans to Metallica (for 
Denmark native Lars Ulrich). 
Nourishing though it is, sturdy rye 
bread can sometimes taste like unflinch- 


— 








ing moral rectitude. But it fuels 

a nation of apple-cheeked vital- 
ity and it’s what jump-started 
Accettola’s career — so your 
feelings about Kantine might 
closely track your feelings toward 
its nutty, dark-brown density. 
Buttered, it’s the basis for smgr- 
rebrad, the open-faced treat that 
can be topped with almost any- 
thing (but chiefly things that are 
smoked or somehow fermented). 
Katine’s lightly fried herring 
with a fat curl of pickled onion 
and plenty of dill ($10) is the 
best option. 

Salads, like a combination of greens 
with bacon, walnuts, fennel, and a soft- 
boiled egg, are surprisingly winning. 
Even more than the lack of pro-salad 
propaganda on the walls, I appreciate 
the Sun Gold tomatoes and their glow- 
ing tartness, so unlike their wan cherry 
cousins. Why do you need a dressing 
when you have a yolk to play with? They 
show up again in force on an open-faced 
version of avocado toast. Hygge, that. 

A $12 savory porridge is even better, 
the kind of thing a kindly woodsman 
might eat. On one visit, it was a little 
thin and watery, but still nutty when 
served with soft cheese and cucumbers 
among the Sun Golds to bounce acid off 
the grain. With apple, egg, fennel, and 
a profoundly generous $3 addition of 
pork belly it’s even more fortifying. (You 
can get a pork belly smgrrebred, too, 
although it seems to be the first item to 
sell out.) It might have a little too much 
fennel for some people, not because 
the flavor is overpowering but because 
there’s a lot of fibrous vegetable matter 
to chew. 

A chocolate rye bun has a toughness 
that seems to envelop the chocolate, 








Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 


letting it melt into its nooks even if 
the exterior is a little shell-like. If you 
want something that’s rich inside and 
out, go for the tebirkes ($4.50), a pop- 
py-seed pastry full of almond paste. A 
grapefruit-strawberry yogurt drink is 
as irresistible as any lassi, but Kantine 
has a beer-and-wine license and a pint 
of Mikkeller San Diego Raspberry Blush 
($10) measures the berries’ brightness 
against a coffee-inflected finish. 

If you like a profusion of small items, 
not unlike a German Frithsttick, you can 
build your own brunch board (from 9 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.). At $15 for five items 
or $19 for seven, it’s a way to round 
out your bases without diving headfirst 
into porridge. Choose your bread with 
care, though. A Swedish rye crispbread 
shaped like a flattened bagel, is much 
too stern — dour, even — and hostile 
to butter. Dip it into some herbed goat 
cheese if you like, but the rye bread 
is the happier foundation for a meal, 
especially with some Oregon pink bay 
shrimp and a sort of boreal eggs floren- 
tine. 

Possibly owing to IKEA and its meat- 
balls, these particular cuisines have a 


reputation for practically floating 
off the table, but that couldn’t be 
farther from the truth. Accettola 
approaches that fact from the oth- 
er side, adding decidedly non-Scan- 
dinavian options like three-lentil 
hummus with carrots for color 

and lightness. Ditto the curried 
herring, which turns the most 
pedestrian fish in the ocean into 
something luscious (with capers 
and dill for the purists). Closer to 
home, a different rye porridge with 
peach elderflower puree and cream 
provides a sweeter note. 

In short, Kantine is comfort 
food, but at an unexpected angle. Com- 
fort foods satisfy that nostalgic part 
of the lizard brain that reminds you 
of childhood but without necessarily 
triggering specific memories. They're 
usually the kind of dishes for which 
teasing out the flavors of the individual 
components misses the point; you're not 
meant to enjoy it with a cerebral feroci- 
ty, but let yourself go and cut a big honk- 
ing square of mac-and-cheese — or, ina 
more Swedish sense, wild strawberries. 
Kantine’s porridges are like that. 

Savory porridge is also not some- 
thing I grew up eating, as our house 
was more into Quaker Oats’ instant 
Peaches and Cream, but it gets at the 
relationship between sophistication and 
comfort. Specifically, it requires a little 
sleight of hand to appreciate the unfa- 
miliar as the comfort food it’s intended 
to be. But at Kantine, that is the soul of 
contentment. 





pkane@sfweekly.com 


Kantine 
1906 Market St., 
415-735-7123 orkantinesf.com 


Weekday Lunch Specials! 


*Served Monday-Friday till 3pm (at Valencia location) 


Monday: Burritos Grandes 
Wednesday: One Item Combo 
Thursday: Mamas Special 
Friday: Tostada Salad 


3200 24TH ST @ S. VAN NESS 





415-550-7510 
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HOME OF 
WORLD-FAMOUS 
IRISH COFFEE 


BUENA VISTA CAFE 
2765 Hyde Street (at Beach) 
San Francisco | 415 474 5044 
wwww.thebuenavista.com 
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546 VALENCIA STREET 415-255-8201 | 2950 25TH STREET 415-285-1783 | © @Q @uertoAlegreSF 


Check out art galleries; rotating monthly! 
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Broadway Grill 
1400 Broadway, Burlingame 
(650) 343-9333 
bwarill.com 


BERKELEY 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 
2377 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 
2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 
3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 
3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 
(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’'s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
234/ 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John's Grill 
63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 
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The Original Tommy's Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 
439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 


525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
ggtaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 
kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 
401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’'s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate's Kitchen 
471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


HAYES VALLEY 


Revelry Bistro 
297 Page Street 
(415) 241-6833 
revelrybistro.com 
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‘DINING GUT 


DINING DIRECTORY 


Cal Mart 
585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Maybeck's 
3213 Scott St., San Francisco 
(415) 400-8500 
maybecks.com 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
Silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 


Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 
3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 
546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 
1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Original U.S. Restaurant 
414 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 398-1300 
Originalusrestaurant.com 


Rose Pistola 
532 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 399-0499 
rosepistolasf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 
1090 Point Lobos Ave 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


PACIFIC HEIGHTS 


Scopo Divino 
2800 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 928-3728 
Scopodivino.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 
2765 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Sky Lounge 
76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 





Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 
171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 
goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 
T1I-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 
oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
2|st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


UNION SQUARE 


Marrakech SF 
A419 O'Farrell St, San Francisco 
(415) 776-6717 
marrakechsf.com 


Yemeni Restaurant 
385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 441-8832 
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12-Trick Pony 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


For Trick Dog’s current menu, 
in which the world-renowned cocktail 
bar worked with more than a dozen San 
Francisco chefs to create drinks based on 
the flavor profiles from their own dishes, 
there was one major anxiety: that Traci 
Des Jardins, David Nayfeld, Gabriela 
CAmara, and the others would all want 
to doa whiskey drink. 

Or, as Bon Vivants’ creative direc- 
tor Morgan Schick puts it, “We were 
afraid we were going to wind up with 
13 margaritas.” 

It didn’t end up that way. If any- 
thing, there’s a lot more gin on there 
than usual — although, as Trick Dog 
owner Josh Harris tells SF Weekly, 
the project took a lot longer than the 
bar’s previous menus. Unlike those 
art-directed concepts, which include 
murals, a children’s book, and Pantone 
hues, this one was more than a year 
in the making, twice as long as the 
six months Trick Dog goes between 
cycles. 

“We realized that in order to do it 
the way we wanted to do it, we needed 
to have more time,” Harris says. “We 
had written several chefs probably 
around the end of summer 2017, the 





first batch of ones we knew person- 
ally.” 

But between Hurricane Maria, 
Mexico City earthquake relief, and the 
Wine Country wildfires, a lot of chefs 
were overextended. 

“Literally, it felt like all restaurants 
and bars were engaged in these heavy- 
weight philanthropic endeavors, and 
people were going all sorts of places to 
cook,” Harris says, adding that The Joy 
of Cocktails was “something we were 
doing to raise money as well, and that 
coincided with a little bit of anxiety: In 
order to do this the way we wanted to 
do it, we should push it out to the next 
menu cycle. And then we a banged out 
the Trick Dog Airways menu in two 
months.” 

The chefs got involved in different 
ways. A conversation with Camara 
resulted in a staff outing to Cala, 
where Camara “ordered everything for 
us, an act of generosity that led toa 
collective decision about the signature 
ingredient to pull out of the restau- 
rant: the high-acid, chili-forward salsa 
she uses on the sweet potato taco. 
Che Fico’s David Nayfeld told Harris 
and Schick that he liked fennel, a “tre- 
mendous amount of citrus,” and paper 
plates. 

“We were like, ‘Awesome, that’s a 
great place to start, ” Harris says. 

Brandon Jew of Mister Jiu’s arrived 
with a bag full of ingredients in quart 
container. 

“He came down here, and he and I 
just set up in the kitchen and started 
cooking, just the two of us,” Schick 
says. It started with making the 
osmanthus-infused Chinese almond 


milk, which is apparently a traditional 
Chinese ingredient. As we were doing 
that, he was like, ‘Oh man, this needs 
brown rice syrup. So he called his 
wife, who was down the street. He was 
like, ‘Go to Rainbow right now and get 
us a quart of brown rice syrup.’ Twen- 
ty minutes later, she comes in.” 

The eventual drink ended up quite 
far afield from the original plan. So it 
was trial-and-error, then? 

“We don’t do error,” Schick says, 
only half-kidding. 

The recipes aren’t proprietary, and 
chefs are free to serve the cocktails at 
their restaurants (assuming they have 
full liquor licenses, anyway). Once 
Trick Dog’s staff is “clear of the initial 
energy, Harris hopes to facilitate 
something where the chefs serve their 
drinks in the bar — possibly as a fund- 
raiser for La Cocina, the food-business 
incubator that’s already the beneficia- 
ry for the companion book for the Joy 
of Cocktails menu. 

There was one other potential trou- 
ble spot: Since vodka has plummeted 
out of fashion these last few years, 
they worried that whoever ended up 
with it as the base spirit might feel 
slighted. 

“But then we talked to Evan and 
Sarah Rich,” Schick says. “It ended up 
with the mandarin garnish because we 
tried [the drink] with mandarin and it 
didn’t taste good. But with doug fir and 
shiso, it’s like, “That’s a vodka drink. 
And they were OK with it.” 


Trick Dog, 
3020 20th St., 415-471-2999 or 
trickdogbar.com 


Courtesy of Trick Dog 
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WE WON AGAIN! 


HAPPY HOUR 
LIVE MUSIC VENUE 
SPORTS BAR 


BURGER 


DOG FRIENDLY RESTAURANT 





he a, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


PUB FOOD 
CHICKEN WINGS 
SUNDAY FUNDAY 


», 


HISTORIC FAMILY, DOG FRIENDLY RESTAURANT, SPORTS BAR & LIVE MUSIC VENUE 
2800 BAYSHORE BLVD, BRISBANE | 415.467.2343 | 7MILEHOUSE.COM 


North Beach 
Restaurant 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana in 
the Bay Area for more than 45 years. 
Famous for its home-cured prosciutto 
and the freshest caught wild fish in 
the Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 


Serving continuously from 
11:30am -11:45pm 

Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
Valet Parking 

1512 Stockton Street, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
VAAN Ae) Adal elstolela)caxin- [Ul ec) almeelan 
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THE 





SERVING 
FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 








Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings | 

Pot Stickers 

Won Ton 

Pancakes 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
win ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com inn: 


= 


PALI i) | ee Ee I) ee Pee 
415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


333 Bush =: 3242 22nd St. 
415-421-0700 415-206-0555 


The Castro 
415-252-1515 


KING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 


Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 





A sth. : 


The Brazen Head 


Bar opens at 4pm e Dinner nightly 50m-1am 
3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 
www.brazenheadsf.com 





30 © THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2018 © SFWEEKLY.COM 





GO EAT THIS NOW 








By Ryan Basso 


There are few things I love more 
than an afternoon pit-stop. If you’re 
walking around the city between meals 
and find yourself in the mood for a little 
beverage and maybe a quick snack, The 
Sycamore is exactly the kind of place 
you re looking for. 

More like a cozy local coffee shop 
than a pub, The Sycamore has board 
games, local artwork, hundreds of beer 
taps hanging from the ceiling, anda 
plush leather banquette that hugs the 
walls. There is an air of the Beat Gen- 
eration in here, and I can see William 
S. Burroughs sitting at the corner table 
next to the window working on his 
latest novella while sipping a stout. On 
the weekends, bottomless mimosas 
and cheap brunch on the back patio 
hail hipsters from all over the city, and 
the great beer selection is perfect for 
any beer nerd looking for something 
a little different. But beyond the at- 
mosphere, what I really love about 
The Sycamore is its fun little menu of 
cheap bar bites. 





If you're in the mood for something 
on the decadent side, I recommend the 
pan-fried provolone, a gooey disk of 
cheese that’s crispy and golden brown, 
served with roasted garlic and chimich- 
urri. It’s not the lightest snack, but 
something about fried cheese during 
happy hour feels so right. The Syca- 
more is also known for its pork belly 
“donuts,” with a maple syrup-Maker’s 
Mark glaze. They’re a perfect little 
starter if you're with friends and want 
to share something small that packs a 
big punch. 

What I usually come to The Syca- 
more for is the adorable little sliders, 
which are delicious and won't spoil 
dinner. The little lamb burger comes 
with caramelized onions, romesco aio- 
li, and manchego cheese. It is perfect. 
Its has everything that makes a burger 
delicious, from the smooth onions 
to the oozing cheese, but the flavors 
are funkier and a little more exotic. If 
you want to keep it simpler, the fried 
chicken sliders with pickled red onion, 
slaw, and roasted garlic are a guaran- 
teed win, reminiscent of a sandwich 


AN 


Pan-Fried Provolone 
At The Sycamore 





eaten outside at a family picnic. What’s 
better than a bite of fried chicken with 
a beer? Nothing. 

The Sycamore can also be a great 
place for someone looking for a lunch 
that’s a little more substantial. The 
$8.75 “famous roast beef sandwich” is 
something of a legend. Slathered with 
mayonnaise and a delicious sweet- 
and-spicy BBQ sauce, it’s everything 
a roast beef sandwich should be. It 
has layers of beef dripping with sauce 
and a crunchy pickled slaw, all served 
on a soft white bun. They also offer 
lunch specials, like the Monday steak 
sandwich or the Wednesday fish-and- 
chips with a PBR for $12. If that isn’t 
a deal-and-a-half in this town, I don’t 
know what is. The Sycamore isn’t doing 
anything that hasn't been done before, 
but what it does, it does extremely 
well. It’s low-key and the food is great 
— and sometimes, at 4 p.m., that’s all 
you re looking for. 


The Sycamore 
2140 Mission St., 415-252-7704 or 
thesycamoresf.com 


Pan-Fried Provolone 


Photo by Ryan Basso 


_MUSIC _\ JEWELS AND GLITTER SUSHIAND CANDY AIAN 


Benadryl on the Road 





Sofi Tukker are inthe middle of a very long tour, but the insatiably listenable duo remains upbeat. y 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


“I got a Facebook notification 
today that two years ago we played at Ba- 
by’s All Right for Soft Animals,” Sophie 
Hawley-Weld says, referring to a venue in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn and to the 2016 
EP she made with bandmate Tucker Halp- 
ern. “So it was two-and-a-half-years ago 
that we did our first show.” 

A lot has happened to Sofi Tukker 
in that two-and-a-half years. Touring 
straight and constantly jetting to the 
Southern Hemisphere for inspiration 
is a good way to make an #Endless- 
Summer feel genuinely perpetual. For 
Hawley-Weld and Halpern, whose 
highly infectious jungle-pop splices 
Portuguese poetry and genuine lyricism 
into commercial-ready party tunes and 
achier love songs alike, the itinerant life 
has been marked by the indisputable 
proof of success. Beyond the sold-out 
shows, the branded leggings, and hav- 
ing the most-streamed song in this or 
that country, they've managed to record 
enough songs to put out an entire 
album in addition to this year’s full- 
length, Treehouse. 

If Sofi Tukker’s music feels calibrated 
to take itself only just seriously enough, 
the work ethic proves otherwise. Halp- 
ern was a college basketball star who 
abandoned the court for DJing, while 
Hawley-Weld taught yoga in Brazil for 
a number of years. The met at Brown 
University earlier this decade, and 
haven't really stopped since. SF Weekly 
caught up with them again at Lightning 
in a Bottle over Memorial Day weekend, 
by which point they'd been on the road 
for a month with only two days off and 
didn’t quite know where they were, geo- 
graphically speaking. (Answer: interior 
Monterey County, a little north of Paso 
Robles.) 

“Every day, there’s some crazy 
metric like ‘No. 1 downloaded song in 
Russia’ where we just look at each other 
like, ‘What? Never been there, ” Haw- 
ley-Weld says. “From this side, we’re just 
showing up and doing our jobs every 
day. It’s only with the press that we con- 
front this question — like, what is the 
trajectory?” 

A remix of the new album isn’t 
specifically in the works, although Sofi 
Tukker will play a DJ set at Audio on 
Friday, Aug. 31. In the meantime, the 
pace has not and will not let up. Their 
set on the main stage at Lightning in a 
Bottle opened with them standing atop 
pillars on opposite sides of the stage, 
with self-consciously minimalist chore- 
ography and drumming. (They shed that 


quickly: she for a white, asymmetrical, 
retro guitar and matching pants, and he 
for black-and-white checkered leggings.) 
Tearing through well-known songs like 
“Awoo’ and “Drinkee” — whose appear- 
ance in an Apple Watch ad vaulted Sofi 
Tukker to prominence — they landed 
on “Batshit,” which elicited a high level 
of audience call-and-response. And in 
true rock-star fashion, they couldn't 
even stay long enough to see the Glitch 
Mob go on a few hours later, having 

to whisk themselves away to the next 
destination. 

Having two days off a month feels 
right, Hawley-Weld says, even though 
she’d been forced to watch movies in 
bed for a couple of days earlier in May 
due to an illness. As Joan Rivers once 
counseled: Don’t even take a vacation, 
because they forget about you. 

“We struggle with that,” she said. “I 
think we took a week for Christmas to 
see our families and it was kind of hard 
because we had withdrawals. 

“It’s a really virtuous cycle in terms of 
how replenishing it is,” she added. “Our 





souls and our spirits are lifted every 
time we play a show,and I think there’s 
something really healthy about that.” 

By their own admission, Haw- 
ley-Weld and Halpern are rather root- 
less. They don’t even keep apartments 
anymore, which means the need to 
remain grounded is paramount. In- 
formed that L.[.B. had yoga pretty much 
everywhere, Hawley-Weld mulled over 
slipping into one of the tents where doz- 
ens of people could be found stretching 
at any point during the day. 

“IT thought about doing my practice 
backstage” she said, “but what if I just 
do it on stage, and people just came ear- 
ly to the shows?” 

“Batshit” remains their favorite 
video, but this week saw the release of 
“Benadryl,” which involves motifs of 
Southeastern Asia and the duo climbing 
into a large fish tank. If only obliquely, 
the chorus echoes the perils of staying 
healthy on the road: “Oh, how you make 
me laugh, / Benadryl in the bath. / We 
gotta put this to bed / ‘Cause I got some 
things to do.” 


THU JULY 26 » GPM - 9:30PM + FREE 
DJ PORKY 
VINTAGE SOUL, REGGAE, FUNK, MORE! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM - 2AM © $5 ADV, $10 DOOR 


CHULITA VINYL CLUB 


FUNK, SOUL, HIP-HOP, CUMBIA, FREESTYLE 
Y OTRAS ROLAS 


FUNK, SOUL, FRI JULY 27 ¢ GPM - 10PM 
FREE 


SOUL FINGER 
MOODY ORGAN-DRIVEN SOUL 
FOLLOWED BY RAW AND WILD ‘60S 


R&B, SOUL AND FUNK! 
PRESENTED BY DJ TONEARM 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM - 2AM $5 ADV, $10 DOOR 
SOUL! POWERED 
DJ 2SHY-SHY DJ MELT W/U SPIN A 
DANCE PARTY HIGHLIGHTING SOME 
OF THE BEST SOUL MUSIC OF THE 


LAST 50 YEARS! 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, GROOVE, HIP-HOP, 
AFROBEAT, REGGAE 


SAT JULY 28 ¢ 7PM - 9:30PM ¢ DONATION 


STATE RACES 
ARE SEXY! 


SISTER DISTRICT PROJECT FUNDRAISER 
ULTRASET + DAVID JAMES 
& THE RUSSIAN TELEGRAPH 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM - 2AM » $5 ADV, $10 DOOR 


EL SUPERRITMO! 


DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN JULY 29 - 7:30PM - 11:30PM - $8 
CHINA + HECTORINE + JULY 
~——s MONJULIY300——~“‘C:i~t*s 
TBD 
TUE JULY 31 - GPM - 9:30AM - FREE 
DJ TYLA WAVE 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM - 2AM ¢ FREE! 


SLOW JAMS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED AUGUST 1 ¢ GPM - 9:30PM ¢ FREE 


DJ LACY LUST! 


HEAVY METAL, GLAM, CROTCH ROCK! 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM - 2AM ¢ FREE! 


CHUB-E-FREEZ! 
DIS SWIFTUMZ + FRESH FITZ 


OLD SCHOOL HIP-HOP, ALL VINYL, PERIOD ATTIRE 
HIGHLY ENCOURAGED! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-3997 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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Photo by Shervin Lainez 


Hawley-Weld had just gotten ahold 
of a cache of songs she'd written as a 
child, and she was in the process of 
combing through them to see what 
could be transmuted into something. 
That find felt like it came from ages ago, 
but one of the nicest things about Sofi 
Tukker’s music is how the sense of child- 
like wonder remains intact. 

“I get pretty hyped when the com- 
mercials come on,” Halpern said. “Re- 
cently, the one that had my voice on 
it with ‘Batshit’ — I'd never heard my 
voice on the TV before and that was 
wild.” 

“I remember this one time when | 
was in an American Apparel and ‘Awoo’ 
came on, probably two years ago,” Haw- 
ley-Weld said of the chain that was to 
liquidate shortly thereafter. “I took my 
phone out and I was like, “This is my 
song!’ and the woman at the desk was 
like, ‘Me too!’ I was going to be like, “No, 
it’s mine!’ but I left it at that. I got so 
hyped.” 


pkane@sfweekly.com 





FEATURI 
PLINY THE ELDER. ALL DAY, EVERY DAY. 


KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 4:00 PM 


THROWBACK THURSDAY 
CELEBRATE THE PAST OF THIS 
GLORIOUS CITY WITH “THE STEVE 
MCQUEEN” DRINK SPECIAL: 

AN ICE COLD CAN OF ANCHOR 
CALIFORNIA LAGER AND A SHOT OF 
BULLEIT BOURBON FOR JUST $8... 


PUNK ROCK N 
SCHLOCK KARAOKE 


COME ON DOWN AND SING LOUD AND 
PROUD ON THE MAIN STAGE WITH 
YOUR HOSTESS THE LOVELY EILEEN AND 
AN ALMOST UNLIMITED SONG BOOK! 
9PM-2AM | NO COVER 


KATY VIGIL ART SHOW CLOSING PARTY - 
“COLLAGE ART PEEP SHOW” 


VVELLS 
THE WHOOSIE WHAT'S IT’S 
THE BOARS 


(8PM-2AM) 

GARAGE PUNK 

DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM 
ALWAYS $5 COVER 


SERVICE INDUSTRY 
SUNDAY 


(8PM-2AM) 

PAYING BACK TO THE HARD WORKING 
SERVICE INDUSTRY WORKERS, WE OF- 
FER YOU A BOTTLE OF LONE STAR BEER 
+ A SHOT OF EL JIMADOR FOR JUST $8... 


MOJITO MONDAY 


(4PM-8PM) 

EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON CASSY 
BUSTS OUT THE FRESH FRUIT TO MAKE 
YOU TASTY MOJITOS, GREYHOUNDS, 
AND MORE TO WET YOUR WHISTLE... 


TEQUILA TUESDAY 


ONE TEQUILA. TWO TEQUILA, 

THREE TEQUILA, FLOOR... 

$6 GETS YOU AN ICE COLD CAN OF TECATE 
AND SHOT OF HORNITOS TEQUILA 


WHISKEY 
WEDNESDAY 


IT’S LIKE YOUR PARENT’S BASEMENT, 
ONLY THEY’RE ALWAYS OUTTA TOWN... 
$5 GETS YOU AN ICE COLD 120Z CAN OF 

PBR AND A SHOT OF JIM BEAM EVERY 
WEDNESDAY... 


MISS SZANDORA’S BIRTHDAY PARTY 


THEE SWANK BASTARDS 


(LAS VEGAS) 


SINISTER TWIST 
+ LIVE BURLESQUE 


BURLESQUE W/ LIVE BACKING BAND 
DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM 
ALWAYS $5 COVER 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 


806:'S. VAN NESS @ 19TH 
415.824,1800 
MON-THU 4PM-2AM 
FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 








Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar@sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, JULY 26 


Midland: W/ Desure, 8 p.m., $25. The Fill- 
more, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Rooster Conspiracy: W/ Shots Fired, 8 p.m., 
$25. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco. 


FRIDAY, JULY 27 


The Decemberists: W/ Whitney, 8 p.m., 
$49.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 

Function: W/ Kawasaki, Mendxza, Cold 
Soggy Fries,, Baby J & Yung Tucson, 9 
p.m., $15. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San 
Francisco. 

The HA: W/ The Love Dimension, Killer 
Whale, 9 p.m., $15. The Independent, 628 
Divisadero, San Francisco. 

Soulstice: W/ Armnhmr, 8 p.m., $48. The 
Midway, 900 Marin, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY, JULY 28 


Geographer: W/ Sure Sure, Andrew St. 
James, 9 p.m., $22.50. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Now, Now: W/ WENS, 9 p.m., $17. The Inde- 
pendent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY, JULY 29 


Mourn: W/ Chastity, Serena Victima, 8 
p.m., $14. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, San 
Francisco. 

Rough: W/ Russ Rich, 6 p.m., $45. Mezza- 
nine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco. 


MONDAY, JULY 30 


Animal Collective: W/ Lonnie Holley, 8 
p.m., $39.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 


TUESDAY, JULY 31 


Vacationer: W/Sego, 8 p.m., $20. The Inde- 
pendent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


WEDNESDAY, AUG. 1 


Common with the San Francisco Sym- 
phony: 7:30 p.m., $75. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Daniel Norgren: W/ Phil Cook, 8 p.m., $22. 
The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco. 

LSD Tour: Lucinda Williams, Steve Earle, 
and Dwight Yoakam w/ King Leg, 7 p.m., 
$59+. The Masonic, 1111 California, San 
Francisco. 

Monsta X: The Connect World Tour, 7:30 
p.m., $58+. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco. 

Phil Cook: Performing his new album ‘‘PEO- 
PLE ARE MY DRUG," 8 p.m., $22, info@ 
theindependentsf.com. The Independent, 

628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
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THURSDAY, JULY 26 


ROCK 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. 
Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Jam Session, 
Last Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. 
Acoustic Open Mic with Josh Beemish, 7 
p.m., free. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
The Daniel Castro Band, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $20. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco. Velvet, w/ Go By Ocean, Wax Statues, 
8:30 p.m., $10. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Fran- 
cisco. The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 4-7 p.m., Free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco. Atta Kid, fourth Thursday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-1a.m., $5. 

McEvoy Foundation For The Arts: 1150 25th 
St, San Francisco. Young Lovers, w/ There's 
Talk, 7 p.m., Free, info@mcevoyarts.org. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Smoked 
Out Soul, 9 p.m., $5, smokedoutsoulmusic@ 
gmail.com. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Ave- 
nue, San Francisco. Streetlight Manifesto, 
Performing Everything Goes Numb in it's 
entirety. w/ Mephiskapheles, Kitty Kat Fan 
Club, 8 p.m., $28.50. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. 
Asteroid #4, w/ Angelica Rockne, Natural 
Pear, 8 p.m., $14. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. 
Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country 
dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 
5 p.m., $5. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos, 
fourth Thursday of every month, 9 p.m. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Falcons, w/ Tacosnap, 10 p.m., Free. 

Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Fran- 
cisco. “Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus 
Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “My 
So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance party with 
VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. 
Photay, 8 p.m., $15. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. 
“Picante,” w/ DJ Marco & guest DJs, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class 
of ‘84,". w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Take- 
over Thursday, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Wild 
Thought Thursdays, 10 p.m., $10. 

Love + Propaganda: 85 Campton Place, San 
Francisco. Computer Love, Free. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Fran- 
cisco. LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco. “Tropicana,” w/ El Kool Kyle & 
DJ Santero, second and fourth Thursday 

of every month, 9 p.m., Free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San 
Francisco. Thirst Trap Thursday, The latest 
hip-hop and Top 40 jams with DJ Eric Brian, 
9 p.m., Free. 

Pop’s Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. 
BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF.fm 
DJs spin a variety of tunes including indie 
rock, garage, electronic music, and more., 


MUSIC \ CONCERT & CLUB LISTINGS \IKAAN 


9 p.m., Free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Throwback 
Thursdays,” w/ DJ Jorge Terez, 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “1999,” 
w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Next 
Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Bubble,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. 
“Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., 
free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Live Jazz at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 
6:30-9:30 p.m., Free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and 
Friends, fourth Thursday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

SF Jazz Center: 201 Franklin St., San Fran- 
cisco. Paris Combo, Thu., July 26, 7 p.m.; 
Fri., July 27, 7 p.m.; Sat., July 28, 7 p.m.; 
Sun., July 29, 7 p.m., $25. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara 
Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY, JULY 27 


ROCK 


Bimbo's 365 Club: 1025 Columbus, San 
Francisco. Tainted Love, 80s Covers, Fri., 
July 27, 8 p.m.; Sat., July 28, 8 p.m., $25. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 


Americana 


PHIL COOK 


7:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
Aug. 1, at The 
Independent. $22; 
theindependentsf.com 


There’s something delight- 

fully refreshing about sing- 
er-songwriter Phil Cook’s 

output of soulful Ameri- 

cana, whether it be the way he howls 
his way through harrowing ballads, 
or the nostalgic simplicity of songs 
that inject a spark into often-ignored 
styles of American music. Cook grew 
up in the woods of northern Wiscon- 
sin, playing piano and guitar 
throughout his childhood and spend- 
ing his days listening to Miles Davis 
and Bruce Hornsby. With future Bon 
Iver leader Justin Vernon, he formed 
the short-lived experimental rock 
band DeYarmond Edison. After dis- 
banding with freak folk group Mega- 
faun, Cook ventured into releasing 
his own solo work in 2011 with his 
inaugural album Hungry Mother 
Blues, a mostly instrumental, blues- 


Albert Castiglia, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco. The Mr. T Experience, w/ Nerf Herder, 
Kepi Ghoulie, 8:45 p.m., $24. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Molly with Charles, w/ Olu Bliss, 
Dante Ryan, 9 p.m., $18. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. 
Nando Boom, w/ DJs El Kool Kyle, Stepwise, 
Ras Rican, & III Equipt, 9 p.m., $25. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. 
Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Fran- 
cisco. The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 4-7 p.m., Free. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. 
“Take a Trip: Old Music for Dance People,” 
w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., free. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. Dave Alvin & Jimmie Dale 
Gilmore, Backed by The Guilty Ones w/ Jon 
Langford's Four Lost Souls, 8 p.m., $25. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco. Friday 
Night Blues, weekly blues dance lessons 
and DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San 
Francisco. The Fixins, w/ Viqueen, August 
Sun, 9 p.m., $7. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco. Fourth Fridays Freestyle Fiesta with 
MSK.fm, fourth Friday of every month; 
Louda, w/ Los Bad Hombres Happy Hour, 
Fri., July 27, 5-8 p.m.; Fri., Aug. 24, 5-8 
p.m., Free, badhombres@loudamusic.com. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jan 
Fanucchi, Last Friday of every month, 
4 p.m. 

San Francisco Community Music Center: 
544 Capp, San Francisco. 17th Annual 
Outsound New Music Summit - 7:30 p.m., 
$18, outsoundorg@yahoo.com. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. face to 
face, w/ Cory Branan, 9 p.m., $25. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San 
Francisco. “Breakfast with Enzo," w/ Enzo 
Garcia, 10 a.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Graham Tolbert 


tinged effort. The 2015 sophomore 
album, Southland Mission, hears a re- 
ignited Cook adapting to his new 
home of North Carolina tremen- 
dously, delivering heartfelt blues, 
along with some Skynyrd-esque 
Southern rock that provides a much 
needed bite. Last June saw the re- 
lease of People Are My Drug, his latest 
album, which hears Cook continue 
his brand of roots-based rock, this 
time with a noticeable New Orle- 
ans-style swing. Lyrically, he gets po- 
litical in standout track “Another 
Mother’s Son,” but a Randy Newman 
style of delivery helps guide the lis- 
tener in sharing Cook’s breezily opti- 
mistic perspective. Tim Casagrande 





1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Audien, 10 p.m., $30. 

Audio: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Lights 
Down Low, w/ Erol Alkan, 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Mani- 
mal,” 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. | 
Candy, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark 
Shadows,” w/ resident DJs Daniel Skelling- 
ton & Melting Girl, fourth Friday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San 
Francisco. Latino Fridays, World Class DJ's 
playing the best Latin Hits x Top 40 x Hip 
Hop, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. 
“Flight Fridays," 10 p.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. 4th 
Fridays, Hip-Hop, R&B, Rap and House with 
Sean G and Z-Mo, fourth Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $5-$10. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco. “| D the ‘90s," w/ DJs Samala, Teo, 
Mr. Grant, & Sonny Phono, fourth Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco. Shake Appeal, w/ Djs Ruby White, 
Abel Oleson, Galine MoDemoiselle, fourth 
Friday of every month, 6-10 p.m., Free; 
Soul! Powered, w/ DJ 2shy-shy, DJ melt 
w/U, Last Friday of every month, 10 p.m., 
$5-510. 

Oasis: 298 11th St., San Francisco. “iClub 
Papi!,” fourth Friday of every month, 10 
p.m., $12-$15. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco. “OMGF,” 
9:30 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Brou- 
haha, w/ Pender Street Steppers & Proj- 
ect Pablo, 10 p.m., $20; Club 90s: Janet 
Jackson Night, 10 p.m., $10; Pender Street 
Steppers, W/ Project Pablo, Brouhaha 
Residents, 10 p.m.-3:30 a.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Hard,” w/ 
DJ Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club 
Raven,” Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. 
Free before lipm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ 
ravenbarsf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. 
“Loaded,” w/ DJs Dugg, C-Pap, Ghost Dad, 
and guests, fourth Friday of every month, 
8 p.m., $3. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. Jai Ho! 
Bollywood Dance Party, Last Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m.-1:45 a.m., $5-$10. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. 
“Dance Fridays,” weekly salsa & bachata 
party, 7:30 p.m. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Studio 3AM,” fourth Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. Back & 
Forth, W/ Resident Jayvi Velasco, fourth 
Friday of every month, Free; “Back & 4th,” 
w/ resident DJ Jayvi Velasco, fourth Friday 
of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. 
“'80s vs. ‘90s," w/ resident DJ Mr. E, 
fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5 
before 11 p.m. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. 
Top 40 Dance Party, DJ Souljah & guests, 
spinning current & classic hip hop, top 40 
hits. No Cover, no dress code. 9pm-clos- 
ing, $3 drink specials/vodka cranberry/ 
lemon drops. Pool Tables & Beer Pong, 9 
p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 
Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Qui- 


Electronic 


EROL ALKAN 


10 p.m., Friday, July 27, at Audio. $20; audiosf.com 


Always able to find the unlikely overlap between techno, alternative, punk, 
and electro that would make most other DJs’ heads spin, it’s no wonder how 
Erol Alkan became not only a crowd favorite DJ, but a much requested remixer 
for an array of musicians intrigued by his sound. Beginning his career around 
indie clubs in London, Alkan founded Trash in 1997, and that nightclub would 
go on to become the launchpad for artists like LCD Soundsystem, Peaches, and 
Bloc Party over the course of its 10-year existence. By the end of Trash’s run, 
Alkan was already established as one of the scene’s top DJs, regularly perform- 
ing at festivals and clubs around the world and earning Mixmag’s DJ of the 
Year prize in 2006. While his DJ skills earned him the recognition, it’s his pro- 
duction chops that allow him to keep track of the industry’s pulse. Alkan’s sta- 
tus as an influential tastemaker has led to unpredictable remixes of tracks 
from Daft Punk, Interpol, and Tame Impala, many of which found their way 
onto the 2017 compilation Reworks Volume 1. The album consists of 20 of his 
favorite remixes dating back to 2005, all of which are deconstructed from their 
original mixes and reworked into a kinetic club-friendly fashion only Alkan can 


provide. Tim Casagrande 


noa Co-Op, fourth Friday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free; Smith Dobson V, fourth 
Friday of every month, 8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 
9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. 
Chuck Peterson Quintet, fourth Friday of 
every month, 5:30 p.m., $10 suggested 
donation per adult; Stu Pilorz/Mark Rinta 
Quartet, Stu Pllorz and Mark Rinta lead 
the band for a weekly after-work jazz 
party., Fridays, 5:30-8 p.m., $10 suggested 
donation. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 
10 p.m., $5. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Fran- 
cisco. Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 
p.m., Free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco. Charles Unger Experience, Fridays, 
7:30 p.m.; Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., free. 

SF Jazz Center: 201 Franklin St., San Fran- 
cisco. Paris Combo, Thu., July 26, 7 p.m.; 
Fri., July 27, 7 p.m.; Sat., July 28, 7 p.m.; 
Sun., July 29, 7 p.m., $25. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orches- 
tra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 
8 p.m., free. 


SATURDAY, JULY 28 


ROCK 


Bimbo's 365 Club: 1025 Columbus, San 
Francisco. Tainted Love, 80s Covers, Fri., 
July 27, 8 p.m.; Sat., July 28, 8 p.m., $25. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 
7 & 9:30 p.m., $24. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco. Supersuckers, w/ Charlie Overbey, 
9 p.m., $15. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. 
HEAT WAVE!, All vinyl, all 45 soul and oldies 
dance party every 4th Saturday with DJs 
Miss Lonelyheart and Bibi, fourth Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco. Didi, w/ Try The Pie, World Smasher, 
My Friend, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. 
Bang Data, w/ La Mera Candelaria (LA), 
La Clandestina (Bay), 8 p.m., $15, info@ 
rickshawstop.com; Bang Data, w/ La Mera 





Candelaria, La Clandestina, 8 p.m., $15. 
Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco. Fear, w/ 
CH3, Trouble Maker, 8 p.m., $25. 
Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. 
Wimps, w/ Preening, Fuckwolf, States of 
Nature, 8 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Pura, Reggaeton, Merengue, Salsa, Bach- 
ata, Cumbia, Hip Hop, Top 40, $10; “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Audio: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Matoma, 
9:30 p.m., $20. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Bleaux,” 
w/ Lindsay Slowhands & DJ Haute Toddy, 
fourth Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1lith St., San Francisco. 
“Bootie S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. “Mango,” 
fourth Saturday of every month, 3 p.m., 
$8-$10. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San 
Francisco. “Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 
before 11 p.m. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy 
Cow Saturday, Enjoy your favorite Hip 
Hop & Club Hits at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. 
SinfulSaturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, host@ 
infusionlounge-sf.com; “Infusion Satur- 
days,” 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. Nice, 
w/ DJ Apollo & Fran Boogie, fourth Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $5-$10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Galaxy Radio,” w/ resident DJs Smac, 
Emils, Holly B, and guests, fourth Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Bounce!," 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco. “Blunted Funk,” w/ resident 
DJs Sneak-E Pete & Chilipino, July 25, 9 
p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas 
& El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco. “The Cotton Pony Party: A Dance 
Party for Girls,” fourth Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Bay 
of Pigs, W/ DJ Jack Chang, DJ Brian Novy, 
9 p.m., $45. 


Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Saturgay,” 
w/ DJ Stanley Frank, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free 
before 10pm, $3 after. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Club Raven 
- Throwbacks & More, Video DJ Mark Andrus 
spinning throwback music videos & more!, 
9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Dark 
Room,” Last Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Black Wolf, w/ Chapas, Jaygold, 
6:30 p.m., $18. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Cameo 
Fridays, Hip-hop from the 80's, 90’s, and 
today's Top 40, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. 
80's and 90's Throwback Party, w/ DJs and 
MCs, 9 p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. 
Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, 
Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 
9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 
10 p.m., $5. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. 
Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. 
Persian Flamenco Jazz Group, 7 p.m., $20. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco. 
Caffe Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. 
Damir, 8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz 
Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 
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Noise Pop & Live Nation Bay Area 
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SUEDISH AMERICAN HALL® (9) 


OPEN NOON - 2AM 
EVERYDAY 


HAPPY HOUR 
M-F NOON - 7PM 


COCKTAILS + BEER 
PLINY THE ELDER 
ON 


PATIO + POOL + 
SHUFFLE BOARD 


CREDIT CARDS 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


510 LARKIN @ TURK 
THE TENDERLOIN SF 


415 926 8118 
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R&B/Soul 


RAVEENA 


Hoe __ .S9THEe,_ 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE C } 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF I LLMORE ial 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


CALPURNIA 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 


GEOGRAPHER 


SURE SURE, ANDREW ST. JAMES 
SATURDAY, JULY 28 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 © $27.50 


ANDREW W.K. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 


DOORS 7:30/ SHOW 8:30 © $39.50 


THE ZOMBIES 


KORPIKLAANI 


ARKONA 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 1OAM 


JUSTIN NOZUKA 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 18 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $30.00 


SHOVELS & ROPE 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 


DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $30.50 


HOUNDMOUTH 


7:30 p.m., Sunday, July 29, 
at Cafe du Nord. $17; 
swedishamericanhall.com 


From an early age, Raveena Au- 

rora used music to escape the real 
world and move into her own fan- 
tasy life, inspired by greats like 

Ella Fitzgerald, Sade, and D’An- 

gelo. Today, she has brought her 
fantasy to life, delivering sensual, 
soul-filled R&B with the help of pro- 
ducer and collaborator Everett Orr. 
Aurora began writing her own music 
at 16, later enrolling at NYU’s Tisch 
School of the Arts to study music pro- 
duction and releasing a batch of indie 
folk singles. Eventually, she moved on 
to 1970s- and’90s-inspired R&B, cre- 
ated with a personal flair. “You Give 
Me That,” Aurora's inaugural 2016 
single, is a mellow soul track witha 
subtle jazzy flourish that brings out 
the power in her voice. She finds 
much of her creative inspiration from 
her experience as a first-generation 


Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Fran- 
cisco. Willie G, 8 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Native 
Elements, Last Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. 
Dave Workman, fourth Saturday of every 
month, 4 p.m. 

San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 
Capp, San Francisco. 17th Annual Outsound 
New Music Summit - Marilyn Crispell, 
Bobby Brandford, The KREation Ensemble 
will present a work entitled “Through the 
Twisting Prisms” and will feature innovator 
and pioneer pianist Marilyn Crispell. The 
music is a collection of intervallic, rhyth- 
mic, harmonic labyrinths and mazes that 





Harshvardhan Shah 
Indian-American and a woman of 
color, viewing her music as a space for 
reflection. In an interview with VICE, 
Aurora says of her songwriting, “The 
story I’m trying to tell is one of heal- 
ing. | want to make a community and 
safe space for women of color because 
that’s something that I didn’t have 
growing up.’ Last December saw the 
release of Shanti, her excellent debut 
EP, which hears a vulnerable Aurora 
tenderly dissecting ideas of self-love 
and adversity, along with finely 
crafted production from Orr. 

Tim Casagrande 


29, 2018. Come see the hottest queer 
club acts for one night only and dance 
to DJ sets until 2am., Performances by:, 
CAZWELL (“Cakes,"” “Ice Cream”), MC 
CRUMBSNATCHER (“Shartpop,” “We Can 
Work It Out’), BEBE SWEETBRIAR (“Save 
Me,” “Free To Be Me”), MUNECAS (“We're 
Here to Party,” ““Maricones”), TREBLE (“Do 
It Ourself”, “Champion”), DJ sets by:, 
GEHNO AVIANCE (Haus of Aviance), DJ ADAM 
KRAFT (Haus of Towers, Nightsweats), 
JUSTIME (Afternoon Delight Oakland, 
Lovehangover SF), Hosted by SISTER ROMA, 
6 p.m., $40, dougrussell1978@gmail.com. 
Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. 
Mourn, w/ Chastity, Serena Victima, 8 


LIZ BRASHER FAMILY OF THE YEAR explore ideas convergence, expansion, p-m., $14. 
contraction and meditation.7:30 p.m.,$25, | The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues 
outsoundorg@yahoo.com. Power, 4 p.m. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $22.50 


THE FRIGHTS 


SKEGSS 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $47.50 


MACY GRAY 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $25.00 


MURDER BY DEATH 


WILLIAM ELLIOTT WHITMORE 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 & 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 


DOORS 7:30/ SHOW 8:30 « $25.50 


THE RECORD COMPANY 


ticketmaster.com 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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MON DAY, SEPTEMBER 24 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $26.00 


NOTHING BUT THIEVES 


GRANDSON, DEMOB HAPPY 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $39.50 


JOHNNY MARR 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $28.50 


PARQUET COURTS 


GONG GONG GONG 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 


DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 


SUN KIL MOON 


JESSICA PRATT 
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LAGUNITAS, (Doersi Citi 





SF Jazz Center: 201 Franklin St., San Fran- 
cisco. Paris Combo, Thu., July 26, 7 p.m.; 
Fri., July 27, 7 p.m.; Sat., July 28, 7 p.m.; 
Sun., July 29, 7 p.m., $25. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco. The Robert Stewart Experi- 
ence, 9 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. 
“Club Fuego,” 8 p.m. 

Yerba Buena Gardens: Fourth St. & Mission, 
San Francisco. Yosvany Terry Sextet, 1 
p.m., Free. 


SUNDAY, JULY 29 


ROCK 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
HowellDevine, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco. Reed Stewart, w/ After Funk, The 
Fell Swoop, 8:30 p.m., $10. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. The 
Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free. 

Folsom Street Foundry: 1425 Folsom, San 
Francisco. Freedom Music Festival, Pigs N 
Wigs Presents will be hosting the FREEDOM 
MUSIC FESTIVAL, with headliner CAZWELL, 
at the Folsom Street Foundry on July 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. 
Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country 
dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 
5 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Audio: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Brazilian 
Day Club, w/ DJ KBLO, 3 p.m., $27. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big 
Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. 
Raveena, 7:30 p.m., $15. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. “Kick 
It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” 
w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 
p.m., free. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Holy Sundays, Day and night club party, 
Sundays, 3-9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. WERD., 
w/ Alex Sibley, 9 p.m., $5. 


LARRY FLYNT’S HUSTLER CLUB SAN FRANCISCO PRESENTS ° 
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DARCIE DOLCE & MONIQUE ALEXANDER 
LIVE ON STAGE TOGETHER 


BRIDGETTE B | BD AGHO) UUW IUINIS )\ NICOLETTE SHEA | | W ot 
PERFORMING LIVE ON STAGE, TWO SHOWS EACH NIGHT rice pyc COM 


TICKETS & FRONT ROW SEATS AVAILABLE 


HUSTLERCLUBSF.COM 


LARRY FLYNTS NEW 
HUSTLER CLUB CENTURY * 


SAN FRANCIS Gam 
415.776.0212 GOOG OPEN AFTERHOURS 


HUSTLERCLUBSECOM #HUSTLERCLUBSF @SI_HUSTEER@RSR Rt 10.454. 1301 
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SAVAGE LOVE \ QUICKIES 


by Dan Savage 


I’ve been faithfully reading your column in the 
Chicago Reader for years, and now I’m reaching out 
to you about my own problem. I’ve been dating this 
guy for almost a year. Everything is great, except one 
thing: He wants me to kick him in the nuts. It really 
bothers me, and I’m not sure what to do. He’s very se- 
rious about it, and he brings it up every single day. It 
makes me really uncomfortable that this is some sort 
of fetish of his and I need help taking steps forward. 

To Kick Or Not To Kick 

P.S. I play soccer and I kick hard. 


It’s a kink called “ball busting,” TKONTK, 
and as long as you don't kick him full force—or 
even half force—you're unlikely to do permanent 
damage. That said, childless guys who are into ball 
busting are often advised to freeze their sperm 


months ago. That’s when I learned he’s an addict: 
He drinks, smokes weed, and jerks off to porn for 
about two hours every day. He has been this way for 
more than 20 years, and I have zero delusions he will 
change for me. Recently he told me he has very little 
sexual desire for me, that he knows my pussy in and 
out and it’s boring, but he loves my companionship. 
How do I deal with this so we can move forward to- 
gether as an incompatible couple? 

Sex Addict Partner 


A romantic partner who says something as 
cruel and negating as what this man has said to 
you, SAP, either wants out of the relationship or is 
grooming their partner for much worse treatment 
to come. If he wants out of the relationship, the 
verbal and emotional abuse will escalate until you 
finally leave him. If he doesn’t want out, the ver- 
bal and emotional abuse will escalate a bit more 


SAN FRANCISCO 
MEDIA COMPANY 


‘Jewel City Vi y ™ 


slowly, so that, like the proverbial frog in the pot 
of boiling water, you don't realize exactly how bad 





just in case. And while it’s not a hugely popular 
kink, it’s common enough that ball busting porn 


rienced it. but I’m going to say it anyway: DTMFA. 


ms | L eh 
ha i a 
SL | 


exists, and ball busting Tumblrs, ball busting it's getting and how much damage it's doing to : chines agall i! hs “~ 
blogs, etc. Take it slow at first, particularly if your you—and sa kids. =~ ee = Py cal o | a 
guy has only fantasized about this and not expe- I know it’s not what you wanted to hear, SAP, << a i : + p UNORTHOD : i 


P.S. A guy who brings up his kink every single 
day deserves to be kicked in the nuts—unless he’s 
into ball busting, in which case he doesn’t deserve 
to be kicked in the nuts. 


My husband and I were married in Toronto, Can- 
ada, in 2005, before marriage equality came to the 
United States. Does the US government recognize our 
Canadian marriage or do we need to remarry in the 
US? Can you find out from one of your legal friends? 

Does Our Marriage Apply? 


“The US government does recognize your 
marriage, said Robbie Kaplan, one of my legal 
friends—and the attorney who represented Edith 
Windsor before the US Supreme Court and won. 
In United States v. Windsor, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the federal government was required 
to recognize legal same-sex marriages, thereby 
gutting the Defense of Marriage Act. “We did the 
same thing,” Kaplan added. “We were married in 
Toronto in 2006, and the US recognizes our mar- 
riage. No need to get married again here.” 


Hi Dan, I am getting in touch because I thought 
you might be interested in the following article: “Get- 
ting to the Bottom of Pegging.” For open-minded peo- 
ple who are open to butt play, pegging is a great way 
to spice things up in the bedroom. But what exactly is 
pegging and why is it a thing now? Sex and relation- 
ships expert, Tami Rose, knows how important it is to 
try new things in the bedroom. She would be able to 
provide an article explaining what pegging is and tips 
for your more adventurous readers who want to give it 
a go. I look forward to hearing your thoughts. 

[Redacted] PR Agency 


Pegging? Never heard of it. Wait—what’s that, 
Wikipedia? “Pegging is a sexual practice in which 
a woman performs anal sex on a man by pene- 
trating the man’s anus with a strap-on dildo... 
The neologism “pegging” was popularized when it 
became the winning entry in a contest in Dan Sav- 
age’s Savage Love sex advice column [in 2001].” 


I’m ina six-year relationship with a guy you will 
probably deem DTMFA-worthy but I deem round- 
up-able to The One. My kids already regarded him as 
their stepdad before we moved in together about eight 


I’m a competent in-person lover, but I’m the worst 
at Skype/FaceTime/WhatsApp sex. I can’t get the 
angle right, I don’t know what to wear, I feel shy, I 
don’t know what to say, I can’t get off, I giggle like a 
15-year-old girl getting her first French kiss under 
the bleachers. I’m going to be away from my guy for 
most of the summer and I need to figure this out. Any 
advice or tips? 

Struggle Keeping Yonder Penis Enter- 
tained 


A 15-year-old girl may giggle the first time she 
gets French-kissed under the bleachers—or she 
may not—but a girl who giggles the first time 
probably isn’t going to be giggling the fiftieth. So 
just keep at it, try to relax and enjoy yourself, and 
ask your partner to take the lead, i.e., if you don’t 
know what to do, ask him to tell you what he’d 
like you to do, SKYPE—but only follow the orders 
youre comfortable following. 


What's the fairest way to determine who should 
get tied up? 
Bondage Bottom Boyfriends 


Whoever was tied up last time does the tying 
up this time and vice versa. 


Do you ever wear panties, Dan? Would you post a 
picture of yourself in panties online? I think you would 
look good in panties. 

Panties Are Nice To You 


While I have no particular aversion to wearing 
panties, PANTY, and while I will not deny the 
allure of the models at xdress.com, I’ve never 
worn panties and have no plans to start. Asa 
consequence, I won't be able to post a picture of 
myself in panties online to delight you and horrify 
everyone else. 


How much sex is too much sex? 
Numb Over Numbers 


“Enough is as good as a feast.” —Mary Poppins 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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DIFFERENT. LOCAL. 
RELEVANT. FREE 


THE VOICE OF 
SAN FRANCISCO 


“The highest circulated newspaper In 
San Francisco and the Peninsula.” 


4 SAN FRANCISCO @ SINCE 1865 


Naminet 
SFWEEKLY 
















SPA 


7Days 
10AM - 10PM 


Best Therapeutic Asian massage in town 
Strong & Deep Tissue Massage Available 


Open|DailyAlOANVAIORM 415-567-8825 


; ; PURCHASE NOW 
266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF POE Free garage parking SERRE 
BEAUTIFUL STAFF Including free body scrub and table shower 
COZY ENVIRONMENT VIP Mle kxfe[e [= ) , ‘ / 

WALK-INS WELCOME Full Body Wlersxefel- | i 


706 SACRAMENTO ST. (Jama O71 (-To]a a Kolorol lola 
AT KEARNY - SF, CA 94108 Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


415.872.9596 415-658-7886 














» Versatile Latina 
Escort Service 
36’yo, 5"7, 38DD, 

8” functional 
oakland, lake merrit 


the\ 





| 
415- 288- 28007 1 





415.288. 2999) 


408-777- 2800) — SAN JOSE 
- 408.777.2999 
323-782- 4200. TOLL FREE 


1-877-800-5282 1 877.839.1110 


r nig e : ‘4 . \ | y AHORA EN alike 
FREE TRIAL hep -_ y= 1.888.257.5757 
415.315.0808 OW | | PRN OOEERAOETHH 

408.518.8383 : lL Siow 
1877.834.4044 1 | | 2, ee | QUESTCHAT.COM 





ke 
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Welcome to the world’s best 
aromatherapy relaxation. 
Come meet our 
beauitful young staff. 


Asian Palace Spa 
704 Kearny Street 
San Francisco 
(415) 477-9988 
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BE BE AE RE aE OK NE RE 


Grand Opening 
7 


The Best Massage in town! 
Pretty Masseusses 


Swedish Massage 
$50/Hour 

Deep Tissue Massage 
$60 /Hour ($40/30 Min) 
Full Body Scrub 

$35 


New Oasis Day Spa 
2501 Clement St 
San Francisco CA 94121 
415-668-6299 
www.newoasisdayspa.com 
7 days a week 10 am-9 pm 














Wonderful “Kelaxation 
“Beautiful Staff 
PARADISE SPA 


548 Jones St. @ GEARY 
SAN FRANCISCO 94102 





(415) 441-0157 






y.3 


~ 











RUN YOUR 
AD HERE! 
415-359-2600 





602 Jackson St. @ Kearny 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
415.781.5224 
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Public Notices 








FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS 
NAMES 





FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0382120-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Ella’s American Kitchen 
on Polk, 1608 Polk St. San 
Francisco, CA 94109, County 
of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Rangoon Ruby Investments, 
LLC, CA 612 El Camino Real, 


W SWEET & 
PETITE 
Lovely 
companion, 
Call Debbie 
at 650-630-3815 


TT EEE 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 
*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 
or WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 


WANTS TO purchase 
minerals and other oil & 
gas interests. Send details 
to P.O. Box 13557, Denver, 
CO 80201 


Specialist in Home 
Repairs (Plumbing, Elec, 
Roof, Dry Wall, Flrs, 

Tile, etc.) No Lic. 

Manny 415-850-9326 


~ WEEKLY 


aS 

FOOD & DRINK 
ART & CULTURE 
MUSIC 

NIGHT LIFE 
EVENTS 





Public Notices 





San Carlos, CA 94070 

The business is conducted by: 
a limited liability company 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A_ registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Max Lee, Manager 
Rangoon Ruby Investment, 
LLC 


Remodel & Repair Kitchen, 
Bath, Painting 

Stucco, Siding, Windows 
Seismic, Foundation 

Lic #582766 

Bonded, Insured 

Call Mike 415-279-1266 









MARK LIU 
CONSTRUCTION CO 


General Building Contractor 
Kitchen » Bath « Additions 
Decks ¢ Stairs * Siding 
Plastering » Painting 
Plumbing ¢ Electrical & More 


18 Years Experience 
Reliable 
Affordable 
English & Chinese 
Free Estimates 


419,730-1016 


Lic #861780 Insured/Bonded 


Advertise in 
SF WEEKLY 
Classifieds. 
Call: 
415-359-2600 
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This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County 
Clerk on July 6, 2018 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 





E & 
MARBLE 


te Countertops 
ita & Bath Floors 
Bathtub Enclosures 
115 79 © Countertops 


4.57 
tei TE WAES 
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HAULING & CLEANING 
Yard, garage, basement, 
trash, moving, handyman. 
Call George 

415-756- 436 


INDEPENDENT 
HAULERS 

$40 & UP HAUL 

Since 1988, Lic/Insured 
Free Estimates 

A+ BBB Rating 

(650) 341-7482 


HAULING 24/7 


Remove carpet, appliances, 


sofas, 
concrete. Large Truck. 


BILL 415-441-1054 


HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 
Free Estimate 

Lic # 860945 

ALL 415-640-7536 


Classes Marketplace 
coming to the Bay Area 
Connect2Classes.com 
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statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

7/26, 8/2, 8/9, 8/16/18 
CNS-3155118# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 





GOVERNMENT 





fa) 
>) 
ROOFING INC. 
COMMERICAL » RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 


SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 


Best Price « Best Work 
Best Service 
Sr. Disc e Free Est Lic#937035 


650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 


DOMINGUEZ 
ROOFING 


Residential 
Commerical 
New Roofing 
Re-Roofing 


FREE ESTIMATE 
415-583-0528 
Lic/Bond #844128 
8.08, PAINTING 


¢ Wallpaper Installation 
and Removal 
¢ Int./Ext. Painting 
¢ Free Estimate 
¢ Senior Discount 


415.269.0446 
650-738-9295 


www. sospainting.com 









Lic.#526818 


FERDINAND PAINTING 

PS ea Ue quailty 
ree est, insure 

lic i 190550 415-468-0914 
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KTRB(AM), SAN 
FRANCISCO, CA 
FCC REQUIRED ON-AIR 
PUBLIC NOTICE 


On July 11, 2018, East Bay 
Broadcasting, LLC filed an 
application with the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(“FCC”) seeking consent to 
assign the license of AM 
Station KTRB, FCC Facility 
ID No. 66246, 860 kilohertz, 
San Francisco, California to 
New Inspiration Broadcasting 
Company, Inc. 


Edward G. Atsinger Ill, 
Trustee of the Atsinger Family 
Trust dated 10/31/1980, as 
amended 8/9/1982, 6/16/1992, 
3/31/1997, 4/8/2002, 


ALTERATION/ 
FENCES/STAIRS 


DECKS 


HOUSEHOLD REPAIR 


NO JOB 100 SMALL 
415.717.0000 


SUN'S, 


“BUILDER ING” 


¢ Additions * Remodeling 
¢ Framing * Foundations 
¢ Decks « Fences « Dry Rot 


650.922.4786 
415.517.4367 


lic # 997180 


~» WEEKLY 


REACH MORE 
READERS 


Call 415-359-2600 
or visit SFWeekly.com 








San Francisco Media Co., 
is looking for motivated, 
energetic and outgoing 


individuals to join our Street 


Team/Promotions program. 
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10/6/2010, 4/7/2015, and 
Stuart W. Epperson, Trustee 
of the Epperson Revocable 
Living Trust dated 1/14/1993 
are each LLC Members of 
East Bay Broadcasting, LLC. 

The sole shareholder of New 
Inspiration Broadcasting 
Company, Inc. is Salem 
Communications Holding 
Corporation. The _ officers 
and directors of Salem 
Communications Holding 
Corporation are Stuart W. 
Epperson, Edward G. Atsinger 
lll, David P. Santrella, David 
A.R. Evans, Evan D. Masyr 
and Christopher J. Henderson. 
The sole shareholder of Salem 
Communications Holding 
Corporation is Salem Media 
Group, Inc. The principal 


This is a part-time, paid, 
entry level position 


As a Street Team/Promo 
Representative, you will 
learn from other members 
who will act as San 
Francisco Examiner, SF 
Weekly and other brand 
ambassadors at on-site 
promotions. On-site tasks 
you will learn include: 
assisting with events, 
set-up/tear-down of 
equipment, distributing 
promotional material, 
product sampling, interface 
with clients, readers and 
the general public. Duties 
within the Promotions 
Department will include, 
but are not limited to, 
assisting with event 
preparation (packing event 
materials and loading car), 
and other general office 
duties as needed. 


The ideal candidate will bea 


team player who possesses 
excellent social skills, 
communications skills, and 
is outgoing, responsible, 


and capable of multitasking. 


Street Team/Promo 
members must 
demonstrate a positive 
attitude, be reliable, 
cheerful and cooperative 


at all times in order to 
maintain a productive work 
environment. 


Great media and marketing 
experience! 


Other requirements: 

- Must be 21 or older 

- Must maintain a flexible 
schedule and be available; 
on-call as needed 





Public Notices 





officers and directors of Salem 
Media Group, Inc. include 
Eric Halvorson, Roland 
S. Hinz, Richard A. Riddle, 
James Keet Lewis, Jonathan 
Venverloh, Edward Ci. 
Atsinger, Stuart W. Epperson, 
Jr., and those persons listed 
above for New Inspiration 
Broadcasting Company, Inc. 
Principal stockholders — of 
Salem Media Group, Inc. are 
Edward G. Atsinger Ill, Stuart 
W. Epperson, and Nancy A. 
Epperson, and/or trusts which 
they control. 


A copy of the application and 
related materials are on file 
for public inspection during 
normal business hours at the 
KTRB(AM) studio and office 


weekdays/evenings/ 
weekends 

- Maintain a professional 
appearance 





Public Notices 





located at 39650 Liberty 
Street, #340, Fremont, CA 
94538. In addition, a copy of 
the application is available for 
public inspection in KTRB’s 
online public file on the FCC’s 
website (fcc.gov). 

7/26, 8/2, 8/9/18 
CNS-3155164# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


To apply, please email your 


resume with a cover letter: 


coordinators@ 
sfmediaco.com 


RUN 
YOUR 
LEGAL AD 
WITH US! 


FWEEKLY 


Call: 415-314-1835 
email: sflegals@sfmediaco.com 


Connect2Classes” 


Discover Exciting New Classes. Get Inspired! 





SFWEEKLY.COM 
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We: _— \ ) You Get Exactly 60 Min Awesome Massage !!! Not 45 Or 55 Min only! 
|= ORIENTAL NATURAL C, ¢ 
| Wy | HELING CENTER / oy | ; 
FOOD & DF I} 
ART-& CULTURE 

MUS Ie eee eee OUe 
NIGHT LIFE i ac eel tea aay 


Open 7 Days 10am-10pm 


9. 2505 Judah Street. SF. CA 94122 


Hifi} (y/ L/ 
LL BRO A 
x 









TATTOO & 
PIERCING 


CLEAN & STERILE 


Se ALL STYLES & 
{<a ~=©=©6©6 CUSTOM TATTOOS 
+o an = >>: SS 
\ Sa HUGE BODY 
Ee Gee JEWELRY 
SELECTION 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Sun-Thu 12p-12a ¢ Fri-Sat 12p-2a 415.864.6667 
@moms_body_shop WO). 510) BD’) 5 (0) LO) UI 
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SAM-10PM DAILY 
GRASSROOTSSF.COM [Your ResturANT HERE 


415.346.4336 |1077 POST STREET 1h 9hOQ 970A 


FLOWERS * VAPES « PRE-ROLLS * HASH * EXTRACTS TH 
(o} | ae 10) | =| =e Ro) J (oF Ne -Vorel 1-10) -1| [0] -1 5 | WEEKLY 
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The Last Honest Shutter 


/ Low Price Guarantee — Meet or Beat Any Big 
Box Store Bid 


J Free Installation CALL TODAY FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION 


Y/Y 100% Whole Basswood 3 | WU TT etVae fi VW 
Y 100% Made in California by Elizabeth Shutters: ElizabethShutters.com 
: *100 sf minimum. Promotion expires 5/31/18 2017 





A Best Shutter BEST OF - 4 Angiés list - 
: erie FF be > b SUPER SERVICE 
Company in the West ¢ TrustLink§ | customer iv houzz __| Business AL yelp ~AWARD_ — 
Five Years in a Row 5 STARS 4.4 STARS 5 STARS 2011-2014,2018 Made in the USA 
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